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Dear parents and carers of Year 3 children, 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome everyone back after the half term break and 
what a special break it was! The children have been telling us about some of the fantastic activities 
they got involved in to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 
This academic year has been amazing in Year 3 and as we start the final half term, we hope to 
push the children in their learning journeys in order for them to reach their full potential ready 
for Year 4 in September. We have some exciting events happening this half term: Carnival 
workshops with a performance to parents, a concert by the Rock Steady bands and of course, 
our annual sports events. 
 
Parents have highlighted that they would like further information about what their child is learning 
and therefore this letter should give you a more detailed insight into our topics and learning for 
this half term. 
 
Literacy: 
In Literacy, children will be reading a classic Egyptian adventure story and then writing their own. 
Towards the end of the half term, they will be writing persuasive leaflets. 
Our teaching will be broadly in line with the following plan: 
 

Week 1 Adventure story: 
- compare different cultural versions of a traditional story 
- retrieve key information from a story 
- make inferences from a text (character emotions) 
- use conjunctions to connect descriptive ideas 

Week 2 Adventure story: 
- plan a character description 
- write a character description 
- develop ideas for a story 

Week 3 Adventure story: 
- identify, collect and use interesting and ambitious vocabulary 
- write effective show not tell sentences 

Week 4 Adventure story: 
- make a plan for writing a narrative 
- write a short story 
- edit and improve sections of writing with teacher guidance 

Week 5 Persuasive leaflet: 
- identify the purpose and audience of persuasive writing 
- study the language features of persuasive writing 
- understand that subordinate clauses can be 

manipulated across a sentence 



Week 6 Persuasive leaflet: 
- make a plan for a persuasive leaflet 
- group ideas into relevant paragraphs 
- write an effective persuasive leaflet which uses language to appeal to the reader 
- edit and improve sections of writing 

Week 7 Revision: 
Recap the grammar that has been taught throughout this year. 

 
We will also be reading – The Butterfly Lion by Michael Morpurgo. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rwHr9tiOxLs&list=PL0x74m7LL5ftGNuoDr-pG70e1DPKhgsj1 
If for any reason your child is absent from school and misses a reading lesson - follow the link 
above – the story is read and your child will be able to see the text. The story is read chapter by 
chapter. 
 
Maths: 
In Maths, we will continue to develop the children’s understanding of shape as well as improving 
their understanding of problem solving and reasoning. We will also be looking at Measure: mass 
and capacity this half term. Children will also continue to practise and develop their understanding 
of the four operations of number in Arithmetic lessons and in daily quick recall of their times 
tables. 
 
Our teaching will be broadly in line with the following plan: 

Week 1 Shape: 
- identify different properties of 2D shapes 
- accurately draw 2D shapes 
- recognise and describe 3D shapes 
- construct a 3D shape using its properties as a guide 

Week 2 Measure: 
- use a set of scales and find the weight by balancing weights 
- read a scale by looking at the increments 
- use kg and g 

Week 3 Measure: 
- read a weight on a scale 
- compare weights: identifying which is heavier or lighter 
- use comparison symbols <>= 

Week 4 Measure: 
- solve problems by adding and subtracting different masses 
- measure different capacities 
- read a scale 
- understand the difference between capacity and volume 

Week 5 Arithmetic: 
-Revision of all four calculation strategies at a Year 3 level 
-using the inverse to solve a question e.g. 
34 + ___ = 79 is solved by knowing 79 – 34 = answer 
-Missing number calculations e.g. 

 
Week 6 Measure (millilitres and litres): 

- understand the relationship between ml and l 
- compare different capacities / volumes using ml and l 
- add different volumes 
-subtract different volumes 
- add and subtract different volumes to solve problems 

Week 7  Arithmetic: 
Revision of all four calculation strategies at a Year 3 level 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rwHr9tiOxLs&list=PL0x74m7LL5ftGNuoDr-pG70e1DPKhgsj1


Science 
In Science, we will be learning about: Rocks and Fossils. Key knowledge taught will be: 
-The Earth’s core acts like a magnet with a North and South Pole 
- Different rocks are made in different ways 
- Different rocks have different properties and these depend (in part) on how they were made 
- The uses humans have for rocks depend on their properties 
- Being to understand that rocks can tell us about the past 
- Fossils can be made when things that have been alive are trapped within (sedimentary) rock 
 
The children will also carry out comparative tests with increasing independence, make detailed 
observations, use their results to answer questions and draw and label increasingly complex 
diagrams.  
 
History 
Our History for this half term will be: Ancient Egyptians. During this topic we will further develop 
the children’s skills in sequencing key events and asking historical questions. They will learn about 
the importance of the river Nile, use evidence to build up a picture of the past, select relevant 
sections of information when researching, compare the lives of different people (life of a pharaoh 
and a peasant) and learn about the discovery of the tomb of Tutankhamen. 
 
RE 
Our RE this term will revolve around the topic: How do festivals and family life show what matters 
to Jewish people? As a part of this unit, children will learn about the importance of Shabbat and 
these key Jewish festivals: Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. They will also learn about the 
importance of the Ten Commandments and how these have an impact on Jewish life.   
The children will have the chance to demonstrate the knowledge they have gained through 
completing various tasks such as: information reports, drawing and drama. 
 
Computing 
During computing lessons, the children will learn about Networking (connecting computers). As 
a part of this unit they will learn about: 
- Computer networks including the internet 
- How networks can provide multiple services, such as the World Wide Web 
- Opportunities networks offer for communication and collaboration  
- How to use search technologies effectively 
 
Art 
The children will be studying the work of Gustav Klimt. While studying his artwork they will look 
at answering the following questions: What does the piece of art look like? What does it make us 
feel or think? How has it been created? 
Through this, the children will note the similarities between the colours in Gustav Klimt’s artwork, 
and Egyptian artwork. They will use the skills and techniques learnt in this unit to design and 
create a piece of work linked to our Ancient Egyptian topic in History. 
 
PE 
This half term PE will include:  
- Athletics, where children will compare their performances and demonstrate ways to improve 
skills in running, jumping and throwing  
- Games, where they will practise striking and fielding skills  
- Cricket, where they will be improving batting and fielding skills in a game situation 

Please remember that on your child’s PE days, they should not wear their P.E kits to school.  

Music 
We are very lucky in Year 3 to have a specialist Drumming teacher. The children thoroughly 
enjoy these sessions on a Monday morning. This half term the focus will be on: revising and 



consolidating their drumming skills and learning performance skills. 
 
 
 
 
MFL 
In Spanish, the children will continue to learn the days of the week and learn the months of the 
year. By the end of the unit, children will be able to say and write simple sentences in Spanish. 
We will also be consolidating all our work in Spanish from across the year. 
 
Relationships and Health Education 
This half term we will cover three lessons of R&H education as a part of our PSHE curriculum. 
These lessons will focus on the following:  
Lesson 1: 
 - Know and respect the body differences between ourselves and others 
- Name male and female body parts using agreed words (Penis and Vulva) 
Lesson 2: 
- Understand that each person’s body belongs to them 
- Understand personal space and unwanted touch (Pants rule) 
Lesson 3: 
- Understand that all families are different and have different family members 
- Identify who to go to for help and support 
 
The children receive homework tasks on Google Classroom on a weekly basis as well as times 
tables and spelling rules to learn at home. If you could support your child with these, listen to 
them read on a regular basis and discuss the books they have read and the work they do in 
school, then it will really help their learning and enable them to make the most of their time in 
school. 
 
This half term, the children will find out which classes they will be joining in September. This will 
be a very exciting time however we understand that some children will be quite anxious. As a 
result of this, two days of transition into Year 4 is planned for in week 5. During these two days, 
children will get to know their new teachers and work with some of the new children they will be 
learning with next academic year.  
 
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support so far this year 
especially as it is the first ‘normal’ year of learning for children in the last three years. I am very 
proud of how hard the children work. I hope the information in this letter will help you to continue 
your valuable support at home and together we can ensure your child reaches their full potential. 
 
Should you have any queries, please email on yr3@downside-primary.co.uk and we will get back 
to you as soon as we can. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs H. Ali 
Year 3 Leader 
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