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Dear Parents and Carers of Year 2 children, 
 
Welcome back to the final half term of year 2! We are looking for to exploring our new topic of 
‘Significant People’ with the children and our trip to the zoo! 
 
Parents have highlighted that they would like further information about what their child is 
learning and therefore this letter should give you a more detailed insight into our topics and 
learning for this half term. 
 
Literacy: 
In Literacy, our learning will be linked to our topic ‘Significant People’. During each unit of work, 
the children will be practising writing skills that they have learnt in year 2 and they will continue 
to focus on the accuracy of their writing through the process of editing and improving.  
 
Our teaching will be broadly in line with the following plan: 
 

Week 1  Recount: 
- Identify features of a recount 
- Plan a recount 
- Write about a real event (trip to Whipsnade Zoo) 

Week 2 Recount: 
- Write about a real event (trip to Whipsnade Zoo) 
- Edit and improve a piece of writing 

Week 3 Diary writing (linked to the story Quill soup): 
- Understand the plot of a story 
- Understand characters in a story 
-Understand and collect vocabulary linked to a story 

Week 4 Diary writing (linked to the story Quill soup): 
-Plan a diary entry 
-Write a diary entry 
-Edit and improve a piece of writing 

Week 5  
 

Explanation texts: 
- Understand the purpose of an explanation text 
-Collect information for including in an explanation text 
-Practise skills for writing an explanation text 

Week 6 Explanation texts: 
-Plan an explanation text 
-Write an explanation text 
-Edit and improve a piece of writing 

Week 7 Consolidate learning taught in year 2. 

 



 
Maths: 
In Maths, this half term, the children will continue to practise strategies to add and subtract and 
to develop their understanding of money, shape and position and direction. We will consolidate 
the skills learnt through investigations alongside problem solving and reasoning activities. 
 
Our teaching will be broadly in line with the following plan: 
 

Week 1 Consolidation activities: 
- Partition 2-digit numbers in different ways. 
- Read the time in 5 minute intervals. 
-Use different coins to make the same amount of money 

Week 2 Consolidation activities: 
- Use multiplication and division facts to find other multiplication facts 
-Solve one step and 2 step word problems 
-Solve more complex missing number problems  
-Describe similarities and differences of 2D and 3D shapes. 

Week 3 Addition and subtraction: 
- Add 2-digit numbers (column method) 
-Subtract 2-digit numbers (column method) 
-Find missing numbers 

Week 4 Money: 
-Count money (coins and notes) 
-Select coins and notes to make set amounts of money 
-Find totals of amounts linked to money 

Week 5 Money: 
- Give change by working out the amount needed and choosing the correct 
notes and coins 
-Solve problems involving money 

Week 6 Position and direction/shape: 
-Understand movement 
-Understand directions 
-Solve patterns with shapes 

Week 7 Investigations: 
Complete investigations using skills taught in year 2. 

 
Reading 
During reading lessons, we will be studying the book ‘Our Planet’ by David Attenborough.  
The children will explore vocabulary and features of a non-fiction text whilst having the 
opportunity to practise the skills of sequencing and comparing to answer questions. 
 
Science 
In science, the children will learn about plants and magnets.  
They will carry out investigations to learn that seeds do not need soil or light to germinate but 
that plants do need light to grow. We will also be using our knowledge from year 1 to predict 
what will happen to the seeds and plants. 
The children will also learn that magnets have a north and south pole and investigate how 
these poles attract/repel each other. Following this, the children will carry out an investigation 
to discover which materials are magnetic (attracted to a magnet) and which are not.  
 
History 
In history this half term, we will be studying two significant people: Mary Anning and Sir David 
Attenborough. The children will learn about them and what happened as a result of their work.  
By learning about their lives, the children will identify similarities and differences between 
different times in history. They will also use photographs to sequence and describe memories of 
key events.  
 



RE 
R.E. will allow the children to think, talk and explore the question ‘What is the good news 
Christians say Jesus brings?’ The children will learn about how Jesus taught his teachings about 
forgiveness and peace and have the opportunity to reflect on forgiving others. 
 
Computing 
During computing sessions, the children will be learning about coding and programming. They 
will learn to combine start and click events to make a game, how different conditions can be 
used to code for different purposes and use Booleans to create a stop watch animation. 
 
D.T. 
In D.T, the children will be learning about mechanisms. They will be exploring materials that 
could be used to make axels and wheels and will plan, create and evaluate their own safari 
vehicle. 
 
Music 
In music, year 2 children will be learning about texture in music and developing performance 
skills. 
 
PE 
Outdoor P.E. will help children to develop their throwing and caching skills through invasion 
games. During indoor lessons, the children will be developing their skills of striking and fielding. 
 
Relationships and health Education 
During this half term you will be teaching 3 relationship and health lessons.  
In lesson 1, the children will be taught to understand that some people have fixed ideas about 
what girls and boys can do and describe the difference between male and female bodies 
(private parts are different). 
In lesson 2, the children will describe some differences between male and female animals.  
In lesson 3, the children will they will be taught how to keep safe by knowing the PANTS rule, 
knowing where it is / is not appropriate to be touched and labelling a basic human body – 
private parts are labelled as private parts.  
 
Homework  
Thank you to all the children who have been completing their homework on Google Classroom. 
This half term, we will continue to set Literacy and Numeracy homework on Google Classroom. 
Remember, that your child can either edit the work online or send a photo of the work they 
have completed on paper. This will be accompanied by their half termly spellings and reading 
books. We look forward to seeing the children’s work this term. 
 
The Year 2 team are looking forward to exploring these exciting topics with the children and to 
welcoming you into school for sports day and our year 2 assemblies this half term! 
 
Should you have any queries, please email on yr2 @downside-primary.co.uk and we will get 
back to you as soon as we can. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs E Twine 
Year 2 Leader 
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