
 
 

April – May  2022 

 
Literacy 

We’ve been learning about minibeasts through reading 

fiction and non- fiction books.  

Our first story was Superworm by  Julia Donaldson. We 

loved this story, and admired Superworm, who is a brave 

and kind hero. He is helped by his friends to escape and 

defeat the wicked Wizard Lizard.  

We’ve also enjoyed Eric Carle’s Hungry Caterpillar and Bad 

Tempered Ladybird stories.  

We’ve continued to go to different teachers for our phonics 

lessons.  

Mrs Mc Intyre’s group have been continuing to learn their 

single sounds and are practicing blending and 

segmenting simple cvc words. They are just beginning to 

learn the first digraphs. 

Miss Harrison and Mrs Hicks’ groups have been revising 

the first ten digraphs and are reading and writing words 

and simple phrases which contain them.  

Miss Dinham and Miss Smith’s groups have been revising 

all the digraphs and are reading and writing longer words 

words and sentences with them.  

All the groups are continuing to learn to read and write 

their tricky words.  



 
 

 

Maths 

We have been continuing to learn about the composition of 

numbers and have learned how to double. 

We’ve also learned about length and about symmetry. 

We’ve made worms of different lengths using cubes and 

clay and we’ve made symmetrical butterflies using 

numicon and other equipment and materials.  

In the story of The Bad Tempered Ladybird, the main 

character met a different creature at every hour of the day, 

and each time the new animal was larger than the previous 

one. Through this story we learned about telling the time 

and about size vocabulary.  

 

Understanding the World 

We’ve been on a trip to Wendover Woods, where we followed 

the Superworm trail and had a picnic lunch. We also 

tracked down the Gruffalo! We really enjoyed exploring the 

woods and looking at all the beautiful trees. We were really 

interested in finding and observing the birds and insects 

that live in this environment.  

We’ve had real caterpillars in our classrooms and watched 

them growing bigger every day until they pupated. On the 

last few days of this term we saw most of them emerge as 

beautiful butterflies.  

 



 
 

 

Expressive arts and design 

We’ve been observing, drawing, painting and modelling the 

minibeasts we’ve focussed on. We’ve learned about the art of 

Eric Carle and used collage and mixed media to create 

pictures of butterflies. We’ve acted out the life cycle of a 

butterfly and had fun creating our own butterfly music 

and dances.  

We’ve had fun dressing up as scientists and playing in our 

“Bug Lab” role play areas.  

 

 

Year R teachers hope you all have a lovely half term holiday 

and look forward to seeing you again soon. 
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