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Dear Parents and carers of year R children,  
 
I hope you all had a good break. This half term we are very excited about our trip to Wendover 

Woods. We will be hoping to find some minibeasts, explore the woods and maybe even find a 
Gruffalo!  
  
 
Information for this term 
 
PE reminder:  
 

• Coral – Tuesday and Friday 

• Crystal – Tuesday and Thursday 
• Emerald – Monday and Wednesday 
• Opal – Monday and Thursday 

• Ruby – Monday and Friday 
 
Please remember to remove all jewellery etc on the days your child has PE. Children can continue 
to wear their P.E. kit to school on the days they have P.E. During their lessons this term, the 
children will be developing their athletic skills, joining in with team games and preparing for Sports 

day.   
 
 
Open mornings: 
 
Previously, we have held open mornings in Reception where we encourage parents/ carers to 
come in to their children’s class one morning a week to listen to them read.  
I am pleased to say we are able to offer this again for the Summer term. As you aware, reading 
is such an important part of children’s education and therefore we would encourage you to come 

as often as possible. The opening mornings will start the week beginning Monday 2nd May.  
 
Please see below the open morning for each class. 

• Crystal – Monday: 8.45-9.00 
• Emerald – Tuesday: 8.45-9.00 
• Opal – Wednesday: 8.45-9.00 

• Ruby – Thursday: 8.45-9.00  
• Coral – Friday: 8.45-9.00 

 



The Early Years Curriculum Summer 1 2022 

The topic during the summer term is based on ‘Animals in My Garden’ (snails, 

caterpillars/butterflies, ladybirds, bees/wasps and spiders). During this topic we find out about 

similarities and differences between mini-beasts, go on a mini-beast hunt around the field and 

watch our very own caterpillars transform into butterflies.  

 
Within the seven areas of our curriculum, we will be covering the following:  
 
Personal, Social & Emotional Development:  
This half term, we focus on self-confidence and self-awareness, as well as being able to manage feelings and 
behaviour. We also look at the way in which the children have made relationships with others outside of their 
family. 

 
Communication & Language:  
This half term, we further develop the children’s ability to speak clearly in full sentences, 
both during learning and in social situations, and focus on increasing their ability to listen 
attentively to others. 

 
Physical Development:  
During P.E, the children will be focussing on Athletics and Sports day Games. This will help to develop the 
children’s gross motor skills and co-ordination. So far this year, we have been teaching children lower case 
letter formation and this will continue in to the Summer term. We will also move on to how to form capital 
letters correctly.  
 
Literacy and Phonics: 
Throughout this half term, children will be working on showing their understanding of stories 
through answering questions, making predictions and retelling stories in their own words.  
We will continue to have daily phonics lessons where the children will use their phonics 
knowledge to read and write individual words and short sentences.   

 
Mathematics:  
In maths, we continue to work on the children’s knowledge of number including addition and 
subtraction. We also teach number bonds to 5, doubling, halving and representing number 

patterns, such as evens and odds.  
 

Understanding the World:  
This term our topic is ‘Animals in my Garden’ and through this we look at the lives of mini-beasts 
and other common animals. We will be learning how to care for living things and observe the 
similarities and differences between them. 
 

Expressive Arts & Design:  
The children’s increased abilities in their use of drawing, painting and construction materials 
means we now encourage them to express their learning and ideas through art and design. They 
will be creating a range of artwork linked to minibeasts, as well as learning about different artists. 
Music lessons will focus on enabling the children to recognise and control rhythm in their singing, 
as well as developing the link between music and movement.  

 
 

I hope this gives you a more detailed insight into the learning for this half term. Should you have any 
queries, please email on yrr@downside-primary.co.uk and we will get back to you as soon as we can. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Miss L Dinham 
Year R Leader 
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