
 

 
 Downside Primary School 

 
Chaul End Lane, Luton,  
Bedfordshire LU4 8EZ 
 
 
T: 01582 587160   
E: dpsadmin@downside-primary.co.uk  

W: www.downside-primary.co.uk  

 

Headteacher: Miss Karen Hooker 

                                       
                            April 2022 

Dear parent, 
 
Welcome back after the Easter break! We have lots of fun activities planned for the children this 
term and some exciting topics to teach.  
 
Parents have highlighted that they would like further information about what their child is 

learning and therefore this letter should give you a more detailed insight into our topics and 
learning for this half term. 
 
Literacy:  
 
Our teaching will be broadly in line with the following plan: 
 

Week 1 Historical Narrative:  
-understand how an author creates a sense of fast paced action 

- understand the role of similes in writing 
- understand and identify how speech can be used to move a story forward 
- to correctly punctuate speech 

Week 2 Historical Narrative:  
-know the historical story of Boudicca 
-develop show not tell 

Week 3 Historical Narrative:  
-write an action-packed sequence 
-edit and improve work 

Week 4 Newspaper:  
-understand that news articles are written for a particular audience 

- understand the use of modal verbs and adverbs of possibility 

Week 5 Newspaper:  
-include direct and indirect speech in an article 

- use relative clauses and brackets or dashes for parenthesis 

Week 6 Newspaper:  

-use all learning to write a news article 
-edit and improve work 

Week 7  Poetry (Smugglers’ Song):  

-discuss understanding of the poem 

-explore the meaning of words in context 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
Maths:  
 
Our teaching will be broadly in line with the following plan: 
 

Week 1 Decimal and Percentages: 
- solve problems involving numbers up to three decimal places 

Week 2 Decimal and Percentages:  
-solve problems which require knowing percentage and decimal equivalents of 
12, 14, 15, 25, 45 and those fractions with a denominator of a multiple of 10 or 
25 

Week 3 Position and Direction:  
-read coordinates in the first quadrant 
-reflect shapes across a mirror line  
- reflect using coordinates 

Week 4 Position and Direction:   

-translate shapes on a grid 
- translate coordinates and describe the translations using coordinates 

Week 5 Area and Perimeter:  
- measure the perimeter of rectilinear shapes from diagrams without grids 
- Use the perimeter to find unknown lengths  

Week 6 Area and Perimeter:  
-calculate the area of compound shapes 
-find the area of a rectangle 

Week 7  Area and Perimeter:  
- calculate the area of irregular shapes. 

 
Science 
 
In Science, we will be learning about Dissolving. Key knowledge taught will be comparing and 
grouping together everyday materials on the basis of their solubility and learning that some 
materials will dissolve in a liquid to form a solution. The children will use knowledge of solids, 
liquids and gases to decide how mixtures might be separated, including through filtering, 
sieving and evaporating. 
 

History 
 
Our History topic is ‘The Roman Empire’.  Key knowledge taught will be learning about the 
formation and expansion of the Roman Empire as well as the rise and fall of Julius Caesar after 
declaring himself as supreme leader in 45 BCE. The children will also learn about the culture 
and influence of the Roman Empire. They will learn about the impact of the Roman way of life 
on Britain. 
 
 

RE 
 
In RE, the children will identify and explain Muslim beliefs about God, the Prophet and the Holy 
Quran. They will also learn to make connections between Muslim beliefs studied and Muslim 
ways of living in Britain. 
 
 
 



 

ICT 
 
For ICT lessons, the children will create a website to communicate to a specific audience. To 
achieve this, they will explore web design that links multimedia pages together with hyperlinks.  
The children will also evaluate and discuss images - explaining effects and filters that have been 
used to enhance the media. 
 
DT 
 
In DT lessons, the children will create an alarm using CRUMBLE technology. Children will 

investigate sensors to gain an understanding of how they operate. The children will create and 
modify a computer control program to enable their electrical product to respond to changes in 
the environment. 
 
PE 
 
In PE, the children will develop their skills in athletics. Outside, they will take part in lacrosse, 
frisbee and cricket as well as activities in preparation for Sports Day. 
 

Music 
 
In Music, the children will write their own music and perform it. They will also learn about why 
people write music. 
 
Thank you for encouraging your child to read at home: this is one of the most useful things you 
can do to support your child’s learning. Please ensure your child uses their logins for Purple 
Mash and RM Maths as they are an excellent resource to supplement learning in school.  
 

Should you have any queries, please email on yr5@downside-primary.co.uk and we will get 
back to you as soon as we can. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Miss R Khan  
 
 

Year 5 Leader 
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