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                                                                                            April 2022 
Dear parent, 

 
Welcome back after the Easter break! We have lots of fun activities planned for the children this 
term and some exciting new topics. The name of our topic for summer 1 is Gardener’s World. 
 
Parents have highlighted that they would like further information about what their child is 
learning and therefore this letter should give you a more detailed insight into our topics and 
learning for this half term. 
 
Literacy: 

 
Our teaching will be broadly in line with the following plan: 
 

Week 1 Poetry 
The children will learn a poem by heart. 
The children will learn to understand the meaning of the poem 
The children will create a new verse for the poem 

Week 2 Jack and the Beanstalk 
The children will read and retell this traditional tale 

The children will practise writing accurate sentences 
 

Week 3 Jack and the Beanstalk 
The children will write a character description 
 

Week 4 Jack and the Beanstalk 
The children will write a new part for Jack and the Beanstalk 
 

Week 5 Writing a report 
The children will be learning the difference between fiction and non-fiction texts. 

They will be reading explanations texts. 
The children will be identifying the key features of an explanation text. 
 

Week 6 Writing a report 
The children will write their own explanation text about plants. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Maths: 
 
Our teaching will be broadly in line with the following plan: 
 

Week 1 Measure: length and weight 
The children will be learning what length is and will be using key vocabulary to 
compare the length or height of two or three objects. 
The children will be learning the meaning of the word ‘weight’ and will be using 
vocabulary such as light, lighter, heavy, heavier, the lightest and the heaviest to 
compare the weight of objects. 

 

Week 2 Fractions 
The children will be learning about halves and quarters of shapes and small 
amounts. 
 

Week 3 Time 
The children will be learning about the number of days in a week, the number of 
months in a year and the number of hours in a day. 
The children will also be reading the time on analogue clocks using o’clock, half 

past, quarter past and quarter to. 
 

Week 4 Multiplication and division (including problem solving) 
The children will be using objects and a number line to solve number sentences 
and word problems involving multiplication and division.  
 

Week 5 Number and place value 
The children will count backwards and forwards to 100 from any starting 
number. 

The children will learn to order numbers to 100 and identify one more and one 
less than a given number. 
 

Week 6 Money and problem solving 
The children will be learning the value of British coins. 
The children will be using coins to solve word problems. 

 
 
Science 

 
In Science, we will be learning about plants. Key knowledge taught will be learning the basic life 
cycle of flowering plants and how seeds develop into a mature plant overtime. The children will 
be learning about the structure of a plant by learning the names and simple roles of the basic 
parts of a flowering plant. The children will also be taught that different types of plants produce 
different seeds, have different types of leaves and different flowers. 
 
 
History/Geography 

 
In geography, the children will be using atlases to find and learn the names of the continents 
and oceans. The children will also be learning about the countries and capitals of the United 
Kingdom.  
 
 
RE 
  
This term the children will be learning about Judaism. The children will be learning that the 

Torah is the most important book for Jews and that their place of worship is the Synagogue. 
They will also learn about the main celebrations in Judaism. 



 

ICT 
 
In ICT, the children will be looking at e-books so they can create their own e-book using Book 
Creator on their ipads. The children will be uploading pictures of plans, writing simple sentences 
and adding sound to their books. 
 
Art/DT 
 
In DT, the children will be using clay to make a sculpture of a tree. They will decorate their tree 
according to a season of their choice. 

 
PE 
 
In P.E, the children will be learning and applying different skills to a variety of outdoor games. 
 
 
Music 
 
In music, the children will be using different instruments to represent different animal scenes. 

 
  
Thank you for encouraging your child to read at home: this is one of the most useful things you 
can do to support your child’s learning.  
 
Should you have any queries, please email on yr1@downside-primary.co.uk and we will get 
back to you as soon as we can. 
 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
G Manning 
Year 1 Leader 
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