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Dear parent, 
 
Welcome back. I hope you had a good break and that the children are rested and eager to 
return to school. As always, we have a packed half-term ahead of us with a great deal of 
learning to do! 
 

All Year 4 children will be participating in the national multiplication tables check in June so this 
term we will be increasing our focus on learning times tables up to 12 x 12.  Please can you 
continue to support your child to practise these facts at home. 
 
Parents have highlighted that they would like further information about what their child is 
learning and therefore this letter should give you a more detailed insight into our topics and 
learning for this half term. 
 
Literacy: 

 
In Literacy, we will be looking at suspense stories, news articles and performance poetry. 
 
Our teaching will be broadly in line with the following plan: 
 

Week 1 Writing part of a suspense story:  
Understand the concept of suspense and investigate the strategies authors use 
to create it.  
Focus on fronted adverbials and use of ambitious vocabulary. 

 

Week 2 Writing part of a suspense story:  
Use the senses and expanded noun phrases to create suspense. 

Week 3 Writing part of a suspense story:  
Use learning from the unit to write a cohesive suspense story. 
Use feedback to edit and improve work. 

Week 4 News article:  
Recognise and explain the purpose of some features of a newspaper article and 
understand how one is structured 

Week 5 News article:  
Summarise ideas and use this to create information rich sentences.   
Write a newspaper article. 

Week 6 Performance poetry:  
Prepare poems to read aloud showing understanding through intonation, tone, 
volume and action. 

 



 

Maths: 
 
As well as focusing on our times tables, we will be practising written methods for multiplication 
and division, measuring area and understanding money. 
 
Our teaching will be broadly in line with the following plan: 
 

Week 1 Multiplication and division: 
Practise written methods, including column methods and bar models, to multiply 
and divide 2 and 3 digit numbers  

Week 2 Multiplication and division: 
Practise written methods, including column methods and bar models, to multiply 
and divide 2 and 3 digit numbers 
Use written methods to solve problems involving multiplication and division 

Week 3 Area: 
Calculating and comparing areas of 2-D shapes by counting squares 

Weeks 4 & 
5 

Money: 
Converting between pounds and pence 
Ordering money 

Rounding money to the nearest pound 

Week 6 Money: 
Using all learning to solve problems relating to money 

 
Science 
In Science, we will be learning about plants.   
Key knowledge taught will be: 
-Identifying and describing the functions of different parts of flowering plants   
-Exploring what plants need for life and growth and investigating the way in which water is 

transported within them  
-Exploring the part that flowers play in the life cycle of flowering plants, including pollination, 
seed formation and seed dispersal   
 
 
History 
Our History topic this half term is ‘London’.  
Key knowledge taught will be: 
-Using graphs to understand how London’s population has changed over time 

-Learning about the Tower of London and the story of the princes in the tower, including 
understanding this story from a particular point of view 
-Researching various London landmarks  
-Learning about changes to the River Thames 
 
RE 
In RE we will identify and describe how the festivals of Vaisakhi (Sikhism), Passover (Judaism) 
and Diwali (Hinduism) are celebrated, using the right words.  We will explain examples of texts 
and stories which lie behind the festivals in terms of the values and beliefs they show.   

 
ICT 
We will be using Garage Band to edit music and to create and develop a musical composition.  
We will develop an awareness of how our composition can enhance other work that we are 
creating. 
 
 
 



Art/DT 

In DT we will be making a savoury muffin and a sweet scone.   
 
PE 
This half-term Baker Street and Oxford Circus will be going swimming.  The other activities that 
the children will take part in are cricket and throwing and catching games. 
 
Music 
In Music we will be learning to play tunes on a keyboard and glockenspiel and compose our 
own tunes. 
 

MFL 
In Spanish we will be revising and improving our knowledge of colours and looking at a range 
of Spanish nouns, verbs and adjectives. 
 
 
On Thursday 19th May, children will be visiting the Tower of London.  
 
Should you have any queries, please email on yr4@downside-primary.co.uk and we will get 
back to you as soon as we can. 

 
 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 

Neil Dilkes 
Year 4 Leader 
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