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Dear Parents and Carers of Year 2 children,                                                                          

 

Welcome back to the start of a new school year. The children have settled very well after the 
summer holiday and it is great to get back to a sense of normality. We are looking forward to 
a happy and productive year and hope that the following information will help you and your 
children to have a good start in year 2.   

 Much of our work links to our main topic for each half term. This half term our topic is ‘Oceans 
and Seas’ and next half term it will be ‘Fire and Light’.  

Literacy 

In the first half term, the children will be learning how to write accurate sentences and will 
write a description about a sea creature. In addition to this, we will be working on the use of 
descriptive language and the children will be writing an adventure story based on the ‘The 
Secret of Black Rock’ by Joe Stanton. Next half term, they will be learning about diaries, 
instructions and poetry. You can help at home by encouraging your child to write in sentences 
using capital letters and full stops and to use joining words and adjectives to make their writing 
more interesting. 

Reading lessons will help to develop fluency, expression and comprehension skills. Please 
provide opportunities for your child to read with an adult at home and to talk about the story 
or information they are reading. Our reading challenge is linked to home reading; children can 
earn bronze, silver or gold awards and prizes! Class teachers will be explaining the challenge 
to children in the coming weeks.     

Numeracy 

Children will be developing their understanding of number through a variety of different 
strategies. To improve mental maths, written calculation and problem solving skills, the 
children will be learning to use addition, subtraction and multiplication in the context of real 
life situations, such as money, weights and measures. Experience in counting out coins and 
working out change, as well as looking at weights and measures labels on everyday products, 
will help them with these skills. We would also like to encourage you to ensure children are 
fluent in their knowledge of the 2, 5 and 10 times tables. They need to know these in any order 
and without having to count on.  

 

 



 

Science 

Within science lessons, the children will be learning about the properties and uses of different 
materials. They will also be learning to observe and describe how bulbs grow into mature 
plants. 

Humanities 

In RE, the children will be learning about religious celebrations and sacred places. During 
Geography lessons we will be exploring the world’s oceans and continents and in history we 
will be finding out about the events of The Great Fire of London. In Art we will be exploring 
different media to recreate the ‘Starry Night’ by Vincent Van Gogh and we will be creating 
structures in DT. 

PE 

During the first half term, PE will consist of the development of gymnastics skills as well as 
athletics. Within athletics, the focus will be on developing skills such as throwing, catching, 
skipping and jumping.  The children will also take part in movement games.  

Music 

Within music lessons in the first half term, the children will be learning to use percussion 
instruments to create their own rhythmic patterns. In the second half term, they will begin to 
recognise simple musical scales. 

As you know, this year is a very important one for your child as, at the end, they will be making 
the transition from KS1 to KS2. It is vitally important that they attend regularly, complete their 
homework, read regularly at home with an adult and learn their weekly spellings. Support 
from home makes a huge difference to children’s learning and we would like to thank you for 
all the encouragement you give your child in the key areas of reading and maths. 

Weekly homework will consist of a Literacy and a Numeracy task. With regards to homework, 
I would like to take this opportunity to remind you of our expectations: 

- Both pieces of work will be set and completed on Google Classroom. 

- Children can complete work in their homework books and upload a picture or 
complete the homework on their device.  

- If children are writing in a book they need to use pencil. 

- Children should complete all work to a high standard.  

Children will have ample time to ask for help at school if they do not understand the set task. 

At the beginning of each half term, the children will receive a list of spellings following year 2 
spelling rules and common exception words. The children will be taught the spelling rules in 
phonics and spelling sessions and we ask that you help your children to practise their spellings 
each week. The test may cover ‘mystery’ words that will follow the same rules. 

I hope this information will help you to provide support for your child at home. If there are 
any queries, please do not hesitate to speak to the class teacher. 

Yours sincerely  

Miss O Griffith 

Year 2 Leader 


