
 
 Downside Primary School 

 
Chaul End Lane, Luton,  
Bedfordshire LU4 8EZ 
 
T: 01582 587160  
F: 01582 587169  
E: dpsadmin@lbc.luton.sch.uk  

W: downside-primary.co.uk  

Headteacher: Miss Karen Hooker 

                                                                                                                                    April 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome back! I hope you all enjoyed a lovely Easter break. We are very much back into the 

swing of things in year 4 and would like to share our planned learning for this term. We 

would also like to provide you with a few reminders. 

 

Firstly, thank you to those who ensure their children are here promptly at 8.55am as the 

register is taken at this time. We are also pleased to see the children arriving in smart school 

uniform, including black shoes. We would ask you to ensure children continue to wear PE 

kits to school on the days they have PE. 

 

In literacy this half term, the children will be studying historical narratives, newspaper reports 

and poetry. During next half term, they will be writing poetry, adventure stories and 

persuasive letters. The children will be taking part in reading lessons to further develop their 

understanding of what they read. To support this learning, we ask you to listen to your child 

read as often as possible and to question their understanding of the text. Spellings taught in 

class are sent home at the beginning of each term and the children are tested at the end of the 

term.  

 

 In numeracy, the children will be focusing on time, statistics and length as well as regularly 

practising arithmetic skills.  To support your child with arithmetic, we ask that you continue 

practising the four operations (+, -, x, ÷) by asking regular questions. Additionally, the 

children will be consolidating and extending their knowledge of calculation and applying this 

to solve a range of mathematical problems.  By the end of year 4, children are expected to 

know and to be able to recall all the times tables up to 12x12. To help children with this, we 

ask that you continue to practise these with your child; asking them to quickly recall times 

tables facts out of sequence is particularly helpful. 

 

Our topics this term are ‘London’ and ‘Mini Beasts’. Within the London topic, the children 

will be looking at some of the key landmarks and how London has changed over time. During 

the Mini Beasts topic, they will be learning about small creatures and how to identify them 

using classification keys. The children will ‘hunt’ for mini beasts on our school grounds and 

learn about related food chains and micro habitats. We will also consider the impact of 

changes to microhabitats on local wildlife. 

 

 

 

 

 



During science lessons in the first half of the term, the children will be learning about 

flowering plants and the role of the flower in plant reproduction.  

 

In ICT, the children will using Garageband to create and develop their own musical 

compositions.   

 

In PE, the children will be taking part in a variety of activities including golf, cricket, Frisbee, 

athletics and sports day preparation.  In addition, Oxford Circus and Baker Street will go 

swimming during the first half term and Marble Arch and Piccadilly Circus will go swimming 

during the second half term. 

 

In RE, the children will be learning about how and why people try to make the world a better 

place and finding out how festivals are celebrated in different religions. 

 

Thank you for your continued support and positive feedback. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Mr N Dilkes 

Year 4 Leader  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 


