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Dear parents, 
 
As you are aware, school returns on Monday 8th March – something we are all really looking forward to! 
I thought I would remind you of the school procedures, it feels like a long time since the children were 
at school. 
 
Covid 19 symptoms 
 
There are still high number of Covid infections in Luton, and so we all need to remain very vigilant to 
protect each other – especially in the next three weeks before Lockdown measures are further relaxed. 
 
As a reminder, please do not send your child into school if they have any of the Covid 19 symptoms: 

 High temperature 

 New continuous cough 

 Loss of smell or taste 

What to do if your child has symptoms: 
 
If your child does have some of these symptoms – please keep them and any siblings at home, let us 
know and arrange a test.  Tests are very easy to book now and results appear to be returning quickly. 
 
If your child tests positive – please inform the school as soon as possible, so we can carry out contact 
tracing to protect the other children / staff. 
 
If your child tests negative – they can return to school when they are well. 
 
What to do if a household member / a contact has symptoms: 
 
If someone in your household/a close contact has any symptoms and is having a test – your children 
should not attend school – until the test result is known.  
 
If the test is negative, then your child and siblings can return to school.  
 
If the test is positive, please inform the school and start the self-isolation period. Your child does not 
need a test, unless they develop the symptoms. 
 
If you are advised by Track and Trace that your family need to isolate – please let us know.  



What to do if you have travelled abroad: 
 
We are aware that some families have left the country during the lockdown period. If you have done 
this, we are likely to know as we have been doing home visits.  
 
Attendance at school is mandatory from March 8th and therefore any leave will be unauthorised beyond 
this date, unless it has been approved by me, prior to travelling.  
 
On your return, please contact the school to inform us that you have arrived in the UK and then start 
the isolation period of 10 days. Please do not risk the health of our school community by not adhering to 
the isolation measures – they are the law. The team may ask for flight details to confirm the date that 
children can restart school. 
 
In any of the above circumstances, you can contact us via email: attendance@downside-primary.co.uk 
or call the school office number. 
 
Lateral flow testing 
 
Children in primary schools do not have to have Lateral flow testing. However, should you wish your 
child to have a test prior to attending school on March 8th, this may be advisable. There are a number of 
testing sites in Luton and I am aware that a Lateral flow testing bus will soon be out and about in our 
school area – I will send you details of this, when I receive them!  
 
School Chromebooks 
 
If we have lent you a school Chromebook, these need to be returned to the school in the first week 
back. Parents can bring these to the main school gates and leave them with Naz or myself. Please 
ensure that the Chromebook is returned in the bag or box and that the power cable is included. 
 
Once we have received the Chromebook and checked it for damage – we will destroy the agreement 
form. Should there be any damage, we will be following the terms in the agreement and asking parents 
to pay the ‘reasonable costs requested by the school to repair or replace the equipment.’  
 
School uniform 
 
All children should return to school wearing school uniform – as normal, including school shoes. Uniform 
can still be ordered through the school – using the normal procedures.  
 
I understand that some children may not have school shoes which fit them. If this is the case, children 
can wear black trainers, until shops are open at the beginning of the Summer term.   
 
PE kit 
 
To avoid disruption with changing, children may wear their PE kit on PE days.  
 
PE kit is as follows: 
 

- White school t shirt / polo shirt 

- Black or grey shorts / tracksuit bottoms / leggings 

- School jumper 

- Trainers 

Children will have PE on the same days as they did in the Autumn term.  
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School bags 
 
We need to minimise the equipment moving between home and school. Ideally, children should just 
bring in their reading book, lunch (if they are packed lunch) and a water bottle in a small bag (like their 
book bag).  
 
Breakfast / after school club 
 
Due to the need to continue to keep children apart as much as possible, the school has decided to not 
reopen Breakfast / after school club until after 12th April 2021. Booking forms will be sent out shortly for 
summer term bookings. 
 
Drop off 
 
The drop off places have not changed. We have just shortened the stagger for children in Reception, 
Years 4 and 5 – as very few children arrived after 9am and so lessons can start promptly. As a reminder:  
 

Year R Between 8.45 and 9.00 

Years 1, 2 and 3 Between 8.35 and 8.50 

Years 4 and 5 Between 8.45 and 9.00 

Year 6 Between 8.35 and 8.50 

 
PLEASE do not drop your children at the gates too early – children can arrive at ANY time 
between these timings. As a reminder, staff at the front of the school are not responsible for looking 
after children who have arrived at school early.  
 
If you have children in multiple year groups please drop them all at 8.45 – as this is a time when all 
children can enter the school. 
 
Children mixing 
 
We will be minimising children mixing, as much as possible. 
 
Children will be kept in their class groups during teaching times and when eating their lunch (either in 
the hall or in their classroom).  
 
Children in the year group will only mix outside during break and lunch times. We will continue to review 
these measures, as lockdown measures are further relaxed, during the Summer term. 
 
End of the day timings 
 
These timings have not changed:  
 

 End time 

Reception 3.20pm 

Year 1 3.10pm 

Year 2 3.10pm 

Year 3 3.05pm 

Year 4 3.15pm 

Year 5 3.20pm 

Year 6 3.10pm 

 
 



Face coverings 
 
I would strongly encourage parents to wear a face covering when entering the school grounds, even 
though they are outside. Staff will cover their faces when dismissing classes. The school can only stay 
open if the teachers and children remain fit and healthy and this is one way we can work together to 
ensure that everyone remains safe. 
 
Anyone entering the building must wear a face covering, unless exempt. This includes all parents 
collecting from the Reception classes. 
 
Clubs 
 
Clubs will restart in the Summer term. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 



 


