
 
 Downside Primary School 

 
Chaul End Lane, Luton,  
Bedfordshire LU4 8EZ 
 
T: 01582 587160  
F: 01582 587169  
E: dpsadmin@lbc.luton.sch.uk  

W: downside-primary.co.uk  

Headteacher: Miss Karen Hooker 

 
January 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers of year 4 children,                                                                                       

 
Welcome back. I hope you had a good break and that the children are rested and eager to 
return to school.  
 
We are really looking forward to this term and are excited about our topic which is based on 
the book ‘The Last Wolf’ by Michael Morpurgo. We will identify and compare the key places 
in the UK where the story takes place and investigate the actions of the characters and 
explore the dilemmas they face. 
 

After half term, our topic will be London where children will develop their mapwork skills 
including locating places, understanding keys and using grid references. 
 
In Numeracy during this half term, we will be returning to a wide range of topics including 
fractions, decimals, time, place value, multiplication and division. The following half term, we 
will be continuing our work on decimals as well as introducing length, perimeter and 
geometry. 
 
During the first half term, Science lessons will focus on forces. The children will learn about 

friction between two solid surfaces and how this stops or slows down movement. After half 
term, the children will learn about gases and compare their properties to those of solids and 
liquids. They will also be introduced to the processes of condensation and evaporation. The 
children will also further their knowledge of how to separate materials through the use of 
filters.   
 
In RE next half term, we will be learning how Muslims worship and the festivals that are 
important to them. Following this, we will be learning about Pentecost and the impact this 
has had on Christians.  

 
In Spanish, the children will learn how to speak about members of the family. They will also 
practise following a short text and will learn about using vowels and consonants.  
 
During music lessons, the children will continue to learn to play the ukulele and will learn to 
read basic musical notation. 
 
 
 

 
 
 



As well as using computing throughout the curriculum, the children will continue to learn to 

code. They will use this learning to create an interactive educational game.   
 
During PE lessons, children will participate in a variety of sports including gymnastics, golf, 
hockey and football.  Also, subject to the latest Government guidelines, Baker Street and 
Oxford Circus will go swimming in the first half term, and Marble Arch and Piccadilly Circus 
will go in the second half term. 
 
As you can see, this term is a busy one and we have much to teach the children. As always, 
we really value your support and in particular your encouragement of the children to help 
them complete their homework, learn their times tables and read regularly to a family 

member.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mr Dilkes 
Year 4 Leader  
 

 
 
 
 


