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Dear parents, 

 

Thank you to all our parents for your support recently. The new gate appears to be 

working well and has, most definitely, reduced congestion on our pavements.  

 

School life continues despite the pandemic: the children have settled well and we are 

working hard to identify any gaps that may have appeared during last term. As a 

school, we are carefully reviewing any school trips that would normally take place. 

Currently, there are very few school trips running – this is disappointing but I am sure 

you will agree, we have to keep our children and community safe.  

 

After Luton received praise in the House of Commons this week regarding coming out 

of a Local Lockdown, it is sad that we are now back on the Government watch list. A 

couple of reminders: 

 Please continue to keep your child off school if they (or anyone in your family home) is 

showing Covid-19 symptoms and are awaiting a test / test result.  

 Let us know immediately by phone if your child tests positive. If you get the result at 

the weekend, please let us know on our attendance email – attendance@downside-

primary.co.uk  

 If a school bubble closes (in any school), those children should be self-isolating. Over 

the last couple of weeks, we have had to speak to a number of High School children 

about not coming on our site when they are meant to be self-isolating. Please ensure 

that you do not bring your self-isolating child onto our school premises – they should be 

at home – please help to keep our community safe. 

 

Remote Learning  

We have developed a remote learning plan and we have sent you a lot of information 

about our new online platform – Google Classroom. I have received very few forms 

back regarding lack of devices in the homes and, therefore, this 

should suit most families. Where a family has returned the form, 

we will endeavour to ensure we have technology available to loan 

for any self-isolation period. 
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As parents are aware, we have so far closed only one class due to Covid-19. The 

majority of the class engaged with their learning really well and made steady progress, 

in line with their peers who were in school. However, there were about 25% of children 

who did not engage in any learning. As a reminder, learning does not stop when a child 

is self-isolating / a class has been closed – we will be providing remote education and 

the expectation is the children complete the work, in a timely fashion. 

 

Parents’ Evening 

 Parents’ Evening appointments for Year R can now be booked. 

 Years 1, 2 & 3 will be able to book appointments from next week. 

 Years 4, 5 & 6 will be able to book appointments from the following week. 

If you haven’t already done so, please make sure that you register for ParentMail and 

download the free ParentMail app – this will enable you to book appointments. 

As a reminder, teachers will be calling from their mobile phones and so it is likely to be 

from a private / withheld number.  

We will be putting some of your child’s work onto Google Classroom for you to have a 

look at – as books will not be available. 

 

Let’s hope the weather dries up for the weekend!  

 

Yours sincerely, 

K. Hooker 

 


