
Swallows and Amazons – Chapter 26 

Having won the war by capturing the Amazon’s boat and having made friends with the Amazons (Nancy 

and Peggy), the Swallows have now turned their attention to Captain Flint (the Amazon’s uncle). John is, 

understandably, still upset that Captain Flint has accused him of damaging the houseboat and being a 

liar. Nancy has revealed that it was her and Peggy who threw a firework onto the houseboat (not the 

Swallows). Nancy and Peggy also know that the Swallows couldn’t have damaged the houseboat because 

the break-in happened on the same night as the war. Nancy has told Captain Flint about his mistake and 

is now rowing back to the island. Captain Flint feels terrible for falsely accusing John and is determined to 

row to the island and apologise. 

Meanwhile, Titty knows that she overheard two men burying some treasure on Cormorant Island and is 

pretty sure that these were the people who robbed the houseboat. However, Susan and John clearly 

think she is imagining it.    

Vocabulary: 

Sometimes authors use what we know to help us fully understand the impression they are trying to give. 

For these questions, explain what the bold part of the quote tells the reader. 

1. Page 290: At the top of the hems there were little bags for the ends of the poles, like fingers on 

a glove…. 

2. Page 292: “And look how he’s rowing,” said John. 

                   “Like a steam engine,” said Roger. 

3. Page 299: “My boat looked as if half a hundred wild cats had been having a general scrimmage 

in the cabin, and that was all, except that they took my old cabin trunk. 

 

Infer: 

Do you think Captain Flint is a boring man, good fun or both? Explain your answer using 

evidence from the text (you need at least two pieces of evidence – three would be great!). 

Predict: 

Although the Swallows agree to look on Cormorant Island for the box containing Captain Flint’s 

typewriter and book, they are quick to give up and remain convinced that Titty made the whole story up 

in her imagination. Titty is still convinced that she did hear the robbers burying the box and is clearly 

upset that the others don’t believe her. (Page 303 has lots of evidence) 

1. Do you think Titty really heard the robbers burying the box or do you agree with Susan that she 

made it up? Explain your answer using evidence from the text. (You can use the whole story, not 

just this chapter.) 

2. What do you think Titty will do now and how will this affect the relationship between Titty and 

the rest of the Amazons? (Try to refer to the text in your answer. You might want to think about 

the impressions you have of the different children and how this might make them behave.) 

Explain: 

This chapter has lots of examples of different characters being upset. To answer these questions, think 

about how you would feel in their position, think about what has happened to the different characters 

and look for show not tell clues. 

1. Page 292 - Why was Captain Flint rowing towards the island as fast as he could? 

2. Page 292 – Why was Nancy trying to beat Captain Flint back to the island instead of rowing 

alongside him? 

3. Page 292 – Why did Nancy and Peggy try to stop Captain Flint from landing on the island (they 

tried to push his boat back out into the lake)? 



4. Page 294 – Why did John walk away when Captain Flint landed on the island? 

5. Page 296 – Why did Titty think that Captain Flint deserved to be burgled? 

6. Page 303 – Why was Titty close to tears when the children and Captain Flint were rowing back 

from Cormorant Island? 

Retrieve: 

These questions are based on pages 297 and 298 

1. What happened to the Black Spot? 

2. How did Titty know that Captain Flint was a pirate? 

3. What do Roger and Captain Flint have in common? 

4. Who does Captain Flint call ‘ruffians’? 

5. When is the war with Captain Flint going to take place? 

6. Where is the war with Captain Flint going to happen? 

7. Who invites Captain Flint to stay for a meal? 

8. What did the Amazon’s forget to bring to the camp? 

9. What piece of pirate equipment does Titty want Captain Flint to provide for the war? 

10. What will Captain Flint do to his houseboat before the war? 

 

Summarise: 

Which of the following best summarises the meeting between Captain Flint and John? 

1. Very friendly 

2. A little bit friendly 

3. Awkward at first then more friendly 

4. Very awkward 

Which of the following best summarises the dinner that was shared in this chapter? 

1.  Very friendly 

2. A little bit friendly 

3. Awkward at first then more friendly 

4. Very awkward 

Which of the following best summarises the relationship between the Swallows and the Amazons in this 

chapter? 

1. Very friendly 

2. A little bit friendly 

3. Awkward at first then more friendly 

4. Very awkward 

 Which of the following best summarises the relationship between Titty and Captain Flint in this 

chapter? 

1. Very friendly 

2. A little bit friendly 

3. Awkward at first then more friendly 

4. Very awkward 

 


