
 

Swallows and Amazons - Chapter 16 Answers 

 

1. Why did John give up on the thought of writing a letter to the houseboat man? 

There was no one who could write the letter because he was no good at writing and Susan was 

even worse.  Titty was good at writing but not the sort of letter that was needed. 

 

2. What does John think might have happened differently if there had been a wind that day? 

There being a wind meant good weather for sailing.  He may have meet the Amazons and would 

never have gone to give Captain Flint the message by himself and what had happened to him 

would never have happened. 

 

3. What cheered John up? 

He decided it was a good day for swimming round the island. 

 

4. On page 180, find one word which shows that John was successful in swimming around the 

whole island? triumphant 

 

5. Who was in the ‘native boat’?  Mum, Vicky and Nurse 
 

6a. Whose birthday was it?  Vicky 

6b. How old were they?  2 years old 

 

 

7. List 5 things that were in the hamper? 

Any 5 of the following: birthday cake, cold chicken, salad in a big pudding-basin, gooseberry 

tart, melon and bananas. 

Also accept:(ordinary stores) a tin of golden syrup, 2 big pots of marmalade, a tin of squashed-

fly biscuits, 3 bunloaves and 6 bottles of ginger beer. 

 

8. What presents did the children receive? 

Vicky – a toy lamb and an elephant 

John, Susan, Titty and Roger – torches 

 

9. What was the purpose of the torches? 

C. To use for signalling or looking for something in the dark. 
 

10. How much longer did mum say the children could stay on the island? 

Nearly a week/until nearly the end of the week (before they had to leave) or until the weather 

breaks/ weather gets bad/ starts to rain. 

 

11. On page 187, what does the word ‘convoy’ mean? 

B. A group of vehicles travelling together. 

 

12. Summarise chapter 16 in less than 20 words. 

(Teacher to mark)  

e.g. It was Vicky’s birthday and mum sailed to the island with presents and a birthday feast. 


