
Lesson 6 - Quiz 

• What religion did the Anglo Saxons follow 
when they first settled in Britain? 

• What do the terms pagan and paganism 
mean? 

• Name two pagan gods? 

• How did Christianity spread in Britain? 

 



Anglo Saxons 
King Alfred the Great 



NL 

- To identify how King Alfred’s life and rule reflect on 
life in Britain today. 

I can … 

Name some of the achievements of Alfred the Great 

Identify the aspects of Alfred’s reign that were 
important enough to be passed down to future rulers 

Write using the language of instructions  

Identify how some of life in Britain today is similar to 
Alfred’s ideas and achievements. 



Who was King Alfred? 

• He was the fifth son of a king of Wessex and 
eventually came to rule.  

• He was a very religious and devout christian 
who built many churches. 

• He was known as a kind, merciful and fair 
leader who valued education greatly. 

• He dreamed of a time when there would be 
one England (Angle land) instead of many 
weaker kingdoms. 

 



Activity 1 

As we learn about Alfred, make a list of all of the 
things that made him great. 

 

- Personality, traits and values. 

- Achievements and accomplishments 

- Defence of his kingdom 

 

 



Afred vs Guthram 

In 871,  a man 
called Alfred 
became the King 
of Wessex – this 
quickly became 
the only part of 
the country that 
was not ruled by 
the Vikings.  

Guthram (the 
strongest Viking 
leader in 
Britain) was 
determined to 
conquer Wessex 
and would 
organise regular 
attacks.  



Paying Guthram 
In a bid to stop the attacks, Alfred paid Guthram 
to leave Wessex alone. Money was raised from 
taxes collected from the people. In 886, the 
term Danegeld was used to refer to this money. 

 

The people of Wessex became angry as Guthram 
continued to take their money and in January 
878 a great battle took place. Alfred was 
defeated and his people had lost however they 
did not give up.  

 



By Easter of the same 
year, Alfred had won his 
kingdom back. He had 
gathered an army and 
beat Guthram. 

As Guthram had 
converted to Christianity, 
Alfred allowed him to 
continue as the ruler of 
East Anglia. Alfred was 
known to show mercy to 
those he defeated. 

 
Guthram yielding to Alfred 



Defence of the kingdom 

After winning Wessex back, there was a period 
in which no more Viking attacks took place – this 
gave Alfred time to strengthen the defence of 
his kingdom. 

- Alfred built Burghs which the Vikings found too 
difficult to attack. Each Burgh had its own army. 

Burgh - Fortified towns big enough to hide and 
protect surrounding villagers. 



- He built the first British Navy. 

- He understood how important his role as 
governor was and would work with advisors 
throughout his reign. 

- He created the first set of written laws 
ensuring that there was one law system for 
the whole of Wessex. 

- He emphasised the importance of education 
and encouraged reading and writing to take 
place in English, not Latin. 

All of these actions ensured that Wessex 
remained strong. 



Activity 2 

• Using your notes on what made Alfred great, 
write a set of instructions, on how to be a 
good king, that Alfred may have written for his 
son Edward.  

What aspects of Alfred’s ideas and 
achievements are still around today?  



Quiz – Alfred the Great 

• When did Alfred become King? 

• What was the name of his kingdom? 

• What did Alfred dream and wish for? 

• Who is Guthram? 

• How did Alfred strengthen the defence of his 
kingdom? 

 


