
Subordinate Clauses
A subordinate clause includes a subject and a verb, and is added to a main clause using a 
subordinating conjunction. For example:

When the Wyrmstooth Crown was forged, humans and dragons lived together in 
this valley like neighbours.

subordinating 
conjunction

subordinate 
clause

main 
clause

Read the sentences below. Underline the subordinate clause in each case, and circle the 
subordinating conjunction. Don’t forget: sometimes the conjunction will be at the beginning, 
and sometimes it will be between the two clauses!

1. While the leaves on the trees flushed into their autumn finery, Guster’s green summer scales 
slowly changed to copper.

2. This was the way that Redbreath always sat when she was about to tell a tale of the old times.

3. If the humans had sent a whole army of wizards, then they surely weren’t here to be friends.

4. As Redbreath closed her eyes and lost herself in the past, Guster had a brilliant idea.

5. She was quite happy to let the other dragons argue on her behalf while she licked the remains 
of lunch from under her claws.

Can you add a subordinate clause to these sentences? Use the conjunctions in the box to help 
you. Don’t forget that your clause must make sense on its own as well!

after until because when although

6.                                                                     , Guster sneaked out of the cave. 

7. Dragons’ scales change colour                                                                     . 

8.                                                                     , Guster went to swim in the lake. 

9. Miranda ran as fast as she could                                                                     . 

10.                                                                     the humans all disappeared.

Read ‘The Wyrmstooth Crown’ at www.twinkl.com
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Subordinate Clauses Answers
Read the sentences below. Underline the subordinate clause in each case, and circle the 
subordinating conjunction. Don’t forget: sometimes the conjunction will be at the beginning, 
and sometimes it will be between the two clauses!

1. While the leaves on the trees flushed into their autumn finery, Guster’s green summer scales 
slowly changed to copper.

2. This was the way that Redbreath always sat when she was about to tell a tale of the old times.

3. If the humans had sent a whole army of wizards, then they surely weren’t here to be friends.

4. As Redbreath closed her eyes and lost herself in the past, Guster had a brilliant idea.

5. She was quite happy to let the other dragons argue on her behalf while she licked the remains 
of lunch from under her claws.

Can you add a subordinate clause to these sentences? Use the conjunctions in the box to help 
you. Don’t forget that your clause must make sense on its own as well!

after until because when although

Example answers:

6. When his mother’s back was turned, Guster sneaked out of the cave. 

7. Dragons’ scales change colour because it keeps them safe from humans. 

8. Although his mother told him not to, Guster went to swim in the lake. 

9. Miranda ran as fast as she could until she caught up with Guster. 

10. After a few weeks had passed, the humans all disappeared.

Read ‘The Wyrmstooth Crown’ at www.twinkl.com

visit twinkl.com



Subordinate Clauses
A subordinate clause includes a subject and a verb, and is added to a main clause using a 
subordinating conjunction. For example:

When the Wyrmstooth Crown was forged, humans and dragons lived together in 
this valley like neighbours.

subordinating 
conjunction

subordinate 
clause

main 
clause

Read the sentences below. Choose two colours and underline the subordinate clause in one 
colour, and the main clause in the other colour. Finally, circle the subordinating conjunction. 
Don’t forget: sometimes the conjunction will be at the beginning, and sometimes it will be 
between the two clauses!

1. While the leaves on the trees flushed into their autumn finery, Guster’s green summer scales 
slowly changed to copper.

2. This was the way that Redbreath always sat when she was about to tell a tale of the old times.

3. If the humans had sent a whole army of wizards, then they surely weren’t here to be friends.

4. As Redbreath closed her eyes and lost herself in the past, Guster had a brilliant idea.

5. She was quite happy to let the other dragons argue on her behalf while she licked the remains 
of lunch from under her claws.

Can you add a subordinate clause to these sentences? Use the conjunctions in the box to help 
you. Don’t forget that your clause must make sense on its own as well!

before until since while although

6.                                                                     , Guster sneaked out of the cave. 

7. Dragons’ scales change colour                                                                     . 

8.                                                                     , Guster went to swim in the lake. 

9. Miranda ran as fast as she could                                                                     . 

10.                                                                     the humans all disappeared.

Read ‘The Wyrmstooth Crown’ at www.twinkl.com
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Read the sentences below. Choose two colours and underline the subordinate clause in one 
colour, and the main clause in the other colour. Finally, circle the subordinating conjunction. 
Don’t forget: sometimes the conjunction will be at the beginning, and sometimes it will be 
between the two clauses!

1. While the leaves on the trees flushed into their autumn finery, Guster’s green summer scales 
slowly changed to copper.

2. This was the way that Redbreath always sat when she was about to tell a tale of the old times.

3. If the humans had sent a whole army of wizards, then they surely weren’t here to be friends.

4. As Redbreath closed her eyes and lost herself in the past, Guster had a brilliant idea.

5. She was quite happy to let the other dragons argue on her behalf while she licked the remains 
of lunch from under her claws.

Can you add a subordinate clause to these sentences? Use the conjunctions in the box to help 
you. Don’t forget that your clause must make sense on its own as well!

before until since while although

6. While his mother’s back was turned, Guster sneaked out of the cave. 

7. Dragons’ scales change colour since it keeps them safe from humans. 

8. Although his mother told him not to, Guster went to swim in the lake. 

9. Miranda ran as fast as she could until she caught up with Guster. 

10.  Before a month had passed, the humans all disappeared.

Subordinate Clauses Answers
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Subordinate Clauses
A subordinate clause includes a subject and a verb, and is added to a main clause using a 
subordinating conjunction. For example:

When the Wyrmstooth Crown was forged, humans and dragons lived together in 
this valley like neighbours.

subordinating 
conjunction

subordinate 
clause

main 
clause

Read the sentences below. Choose two colours and underline the subordinate clause in one 
colour, and the main clause in the other colour. Finally, circle the subordinating conjunction. 
Don’t forget: sometimes the conjunction will be at the beginning, and sometimes it will be 
between the two clauses!

1. While the leaves on the trees flushed into their autumn finery, Guster’s green summer scales 
slowly changed to copper.

2. This was the way that Redbreath always sat when she was about to tell a tale of the old times.

3. If the humans had sent a whole army of wizards, then they surely weren’t here to be friends.

4. As Redbreath closed her eyes and lost herself in the past, Guster had a brilliant idea.

5. The humans and dragons knew, from the way its melodic voice seemed to echo in their 
bones, that they were in the presence of a powerful spirit.

In the following sentence, can you also add a new colour for the relative clause?

6. As Miranda plodded through the trees, she peered up at Wyrmstooth Mountain, which was 
the highest, pointiest mountain for miles.
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Can you add a subordinate clause to these sentences? Use the conjunctions in the box to help 
you. Don’t forget that your clause must make sense on its own as well!

before until since while although

7.                                                                                , Guster sneaked out of the cave.

8.  Dragons’ scales change colour                                                                                  .

9.                                                                               , Guster went to swim in the lake.

10. Miranda ran as fast as she could                                                                               . 

Can you find all of the subordinate clauses in this extract? Underline the subordinate clauses 
and circle the subordinating conjunctions.

Tangleclaw raised an eyebrow and stared at the farmer with her deep, black eyes. “When 
the cold weather comes, the wheat crop will fail. Grow turnips if you want to eat at all,” 
she advised.

As Tangleclaw had the gift of foresight, what she said came true. When harvest time arrived, 
the farmer who planted wheat went hungry, while the farmer who planted turnips grew 
more than he knew what to do with.

Extract from the Twinkl Originals fantasy story ‘The Wyrmstooth Crown’
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Read the sentences below. Choose two colours and underline the subordinate clause in one 
colour, and the main clause in the other colour. Finally, circle the subordinating conjunction. 
Don’t forget: sometimes the conjunction will be at the beginning, and sometimes it will be 
between the two clauses!

1. While the leaves on the trees flushed into their autumn finery, Guster’s green summer scales 
slowly changed to copper.

2. This was the way that Redbreath always sat when she was about to tell a tale of the 
old times.

3. If the humans had sent a whole army of wizards, then they surely weren’t here to be friends.

4. As Redbreath closed her eyes and lost herself in the past, Guster had a brilliant idea.

5. The humans and dragons knew, from the way its melodic voice seemed to echo in their 
bones, that they were in the presence of a powerful spirit.

In the following sentence, can you also add a new colour for the relative clause?

6. As Miranda plodded through the trees, she peered up at Wyrmstooth Mountain, which 
was the highest, pointiest mountain for miles.

Can you add a subordinate clause to these sentences? Use the conjunctions in the box to help 
you. Don’t forget that your clause must make sense on its own as well!

before until since while although

7. While his mother’s back was turned, Guster sneaked out of the cave.

8. Dragons’ scales change colour since it keeps them safe from humans.

9. Although his mother told him not to, Guster went to swim in the lake.

10. Miranda ran as fast as she could until she caught up with Guster.

Can you find all of the subordinate clauses in this extract? Underline the subordinate clauses 
and circle the subordinating conjunctions.

Subordinate Clauses Answers

Tangleclaw raised an eyebrow and stared at the farmer with her deep, black eyes. “When 
the cold weather comes, the wheat crop will fail. Grow turnips if you want to eat at all,” 
she advised.

As Tangleclaw had the gift of foresight, what she said came true. When harvest time arrived, 
the farmer who planted wheat went hungry, while the farmer who planted turnips grew more 
than he knew what to do with.

Extract from the Twinkl Originals fantasy story ‘The Wyrmstooth Crown’
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