
HOW DO WE KNOW ABOUT THE 
ANGLO-SAXONS?

We have learnt a lot 

about  the Anglo-Saxons 

through the work of 

archaeologists 

What does an archaeologist do?





Find evidence from the past – using primary 
evidence





What can you learn about the Saxons from these
artefacts?

• Write a short 
paragraph to explain
your findings.

• Start like this: 

Based on the 
evidence I can 
conclude that the 
Anglo-Saxons… 
because…



WHAT CAN WE LEARN ABOUT ANGLO-
SAXONS FROM SUTTON HOO?

Burial mounds 

found at 

Sutton Hoo



The ship that was found is also known as the ‘ghost ship’ due the story 

behind it’s discovery. In 1938, the owner of the land Edith Pretty began 

to have dreams about the site. One evening, she had a very vivid 

dream in which she saw and heard a funeral procession to mound 

number 1, and she became convinced that there was treasure buried 

beneath. Several days later, she saw a ghostly figure of a warrior 

standing on the mound.

She persuaded an archaeologist to come and have a look at the 

mounds. He did not want to start digging mound number 1 as it was too 

big and so he decided to dig number 3 which was much smaller and so 

easier to dig properly. He found a few small items but it appeared that 

grave robbers had been there many years earlier. The same was true of 

mounds  and 4. Eventually, a year later in 1939 he began to dig mound 

1 where Edith had sensed there was treasure. Beneath the mound he 

uncovered the biggest and richest ship burial ever discovered. If it 

hadn’t been for Edith's dreams and ghostly sightings, the treasure would 

never have been found!!



Archaeologists in 1939

Archaeologists in 2000

Sutton Hoo is the site of the grave of an Anglo-Saxon king 

in Suffolk, England. Discovered in 1939, it is one of the 

largest and best-preserved archaeological finds of the 

Saxon period in Europe.



A ship was found at the site.  

The ship was 89 feet long. 

This is the same as 15 tall men lying down!



The ship would have been dragged from 

the river to where the mounds are – it was 

quite a distance and would have needed 

hundreds of men!



TO USE EVIDENCE TO BUILD UP A 
PICTURE OF A PAST EVENT 

You are going to use a range of resources to research Sutton Hoo.

Investigate what all the artefacts found at Sutton tells about Anglo-Saxon 

life.

What can you learn about the Saxons from artefacts found at Sutton Hoo?

- Writes notes

- Collect/draw pictures and diagrams as you go along

- You will use your notes and pictures to write a fatcfile or create a 

powerpoint/keynote presentation based on your findings.

- Make your work interesting to read and look at – you will be sharing 
your work with the class.



HERE ARE SOME OF THE RESOURCES 
YOU COULD USE:

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/saxons/suttonhoo.htm

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Sutton-Hoo/476326

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0113xxh - video

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxsbcdm/articles/zwjq2hv

• British Museum power point

• Sutton Hoo fact sheet

• Anglo-Saxon information flipbook

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/saxons/suttonhoo.htm
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Sutton-Hoo/476326
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0113xxh
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxsbcdm/articles/zwjq2hv

