
Swallows and Amazons – Chapter 23 Answers 

1. When did Roger get up and why? 

Some time after noon, by a strong desire for breakfast/because he was hungry. 

 

2. Why did they think it was quicker to sail than row? 

Because there was a good wind blowing (which makes it easier to sail). 

 

3. List 4 things they got from Dixon’s Farm. 

Any 4 of the following: milk, a dozen eggs, a loaf of bread, bunlaof, seed-cake 

 

4. Why did John sail to Holly Howe? 

To talk to mum and ask her not to write to Mrs Blackett (asking her to tell Captain 

Flint that John was not a liar). 
 

5a. What secret did mum promise keep? b. What did John promise to do? 

Mum promised not to tell Mrs Blackett that the Amazons had escaped their beds and 

had been out all night. 

John promised never to stay out at night again. 

 

6. While John was at Holly Howe, what were Susan, Titty and Roger doing? 

Susan was sewing on buttons. 

Titty and Roger went from the landing-place to the harbour.  They paddled to the big 

rock. 

 

7. On page 266, why did Roger say he had lost dozens of buttons from his shirts? 

Because he tried to get both shirts off at once. 

 

8. What was Titty planning to do? 

To go to the desert island (Cormorant Island/Treasure Island) and dig for treasure. 

 

9. On page 269, what did John want to do immediately? 

a. Go for a swim. 

b. Explore Cormorant Island. 

c. Make a chart. 

d. Go to Holly Howe. 



10. The word ‘chart’ is mentioned several times (pages 268- 71). What does the word 

chart mean in chapter 23? 

A map or a plan. 

A geographical map or plan, especially one used for navigation by sea or air. 

 

11. Why did Susan and John not believe that there was treasure on Cormorant Island? 

Susan thought that Titty was making it up /telling one of her stories/pretending. 

John thought that Titty had dreamt about it because he said, ‘You were asleep and 

dreaming.’ 

 

12. Place the events in the correct order.  The first one has been done for you. 

 

John sailed to Holly Howe. 

The children drew a chart. 

They had breakfast in silence. 

Titty and John went to the harbour. 

John and Roger went to Dixon’s Farm. 
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