
WHAT ARE THE MOST COMMON ANIMALS 

IN THE UK? 

The United Kingdom is known for its diverse wildlife, but what 

are the most common animals in the UK? Read on and find out. 

There are questions for you to answer at the end. 

Deer 

 There are around 1.5 million deer in the UK. The different 

types of deer are red and roe deer, the fallow, and the 

Chinese water deer. 

 The red deer is the most popular as they are the most 

common deer in the UK.  

 The male red deer, or stags, can grow up to a height of 

135 centimetres.  

 They have huge antlers, which they use to get the 

attention of the female deer.  

 The population of the red deer is around 500,000 all over 

the UK and their average lifespan is around 18 years. 

 

 

https://findingnature.co.uk/animal/roe-deer/
https://findingnature.co.uk/animal/red-deer/


Puffins 

 The puffin is one of the most popular birds in the UK. They 

live off the coast of Wales.  

 They are sometimes known as the “clowns of the sea” 

because of their black and white feathers and a parrot-like 

beak which is grey in the winter and changes to bright 

orange in the spring. 

 The population in the UK is over 1 million.  

 They are carnivores and normally eat herring, sandeels and 

hake.  

 They are both great flyers and swimmers. They can reach 

up to 90 kilometres an hour when flying and they can dive 

underwater up to 60 metres deep. 

 The main threat to puffins is overfishing as this directly 

affects their food supply. 

 

 



Shetland islands 

Grey Seals 

 

 There are an estimated 200,000 grey seals in the 

UK.   

 Grey seals main habitat is in the Shetland Islands, 

which is north of Scotland. 

 The male grey seals live up to around 20 years and 

the females reach up to around 35 years.  

 They grow to around 2 metres tall and weigh around 

130 to 440 kilograms.  

 Grey seals are carnivores and they usually eat 

anchovies, sea bass, herring cod and flatfish. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://findingnature.co.uk/animal/grey-seal/
https://findingnature.co.uk/animal/grey-seal/


How many deer live in the UK? 

_____________________________________________ 

 

What is the most popular deer in the UK? (circle one) 

A. The fallow 

B. Roe Deer 

C. Red Deer 
 

What are Puffins also known as? 

______________________________________________ 

 

How deep can a puffin swim to?  

______________________________________________ 

 

Why is overfishing a threat to puffins?  

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

 

Where is a grey seals natural habitat?  

_____________________________________________ 

 

What type of food does a grey seal eat?  

________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

 


