
Swallows and Amazons – Chapter 12 

Susan, John, Titty and Roger have met and made some new friends (Nancy and Peggy). The two girls 

own a boat called the Amazon and are used to spending their summer holidays on the island. The two 

groups of children decide to team up to enjoy time on the island and have adventures together. They 

decide to challenge the pirate Captain Flint (the Amazon’s uncle) to stop shutting himself away and join 

in with their adventures. To do this, they need one leader – either John or Nancy. To decide who should 

be the leader, they two groups challenge each other to steal the other group’s boat.  

Vocabulary: 

They rowed away down the lake. The dark came fast overhead. Stars shone out. Owls were calling. The 

edges of the lake disappeared under the hills. They could see the outlines of the hills, great black masses, 

pressing up into the starry sky. Then clouds came over the stars and they could not even see where the 

hills ended and the sky began. (p.138) 

Read the paragraph above (from page 138). The words in bold all refer to how dark it was. The 

underlined words in italic tell us what the children could see from the boat.  

1. What do you think the author wants us to learn from this paragraph? (Add as much detail as 

you can to your answer) 

 

“How are we going to get home?” said Roger. “I can’t see anything at all.” 

Captain John was wondering the same thing. (p.140) 

 

Captain John had used his leading lights for the first time, and had made his harbour in pitch dark. 

“This is going to win us the war with the Amazons,” he said with great delight. “It’s the one thing they 

think we can’t do, and we can. They think they are safe from us at night.” (p.142) 

 

Read the extracts from pages 140 and 142.  

1. Underline the word/s in each extract that tell the reader how John is feeling. 

2. How have John’s feelings changed between pages 140 and 142? 

3. What has caused the change in John’s feelings?  

 

 

Infer: 

1. Do you think it was fair that the second lantern was placed too high for Roger to reach 

it? (Explain your answer using evidence from the text.) 

2. Do you think John was sensible to practice landing the boat at night? (Explain your 

answer using evidence from the text.) 

3. What evidence is there that the children respect John as their captain? (Find at least 

two pieces of evidence.) 

 

Predict: 

1. Who do you think will win the war to capture the opposition’s boat, the Swallows (Susan, John, 

Titty and Roger) or the Amazons (Nany and Peggy)? Explain your answer using evidence from 

the text. 

 

 

 



Explain: 

1. Why did John check that Titty could reach the nail in the tree? 

2. Why might it be important to land the Swallow on the island at night? 

3. Why did the Swallows practice landing at night? 

4. How did John manage to land the Swallow at night? 

5. Using the text on page 138, find 2 pieces of evidence that Roger is quite young.  

 

Retrieve: 

Order the following statements according to the order in the text. 

1. The children see lights from the charcoal burners. 

2. The children go to sleep. 

3. John and Susan nail lanterns to a stump and a taller tree. 

4. The children used the lanterns to guide the Swallow onto the island. 

5. The children take the Swallow onto the lake at night. 

6. The children sail until they see their two lanterns. 

7. John says that being able to land at night will win them the war. 

Summarise: 

Which of these best summarise chapter 12? 

1. Susan, John, Titty and Roger all work well together. 

2. The children learn that they can land the Swallow on the island at night.  

3. John needs the whole crew (all 4 children) to be able to land the Swallow at night. 

4. It gets so dark on the island at night that the children should have brought a torch with them.  


