
Understand electricity  
and it’s dangers 



Electricity helps our  
world! 

·∙Electricity keeps our food at the right temperature:  
Fridges and Cookers 
·Electricity entertains us: Computers, TVs, Stereos and  
Games consoles 
·Electricity makes all kinds of medical equipment work:  
the dentist’s drill and the doctor’s heart monitor 
·It lights our world at night: Street lights, lights in our  
homes 
·It keeps us warm in cold weather: Heating systems 



Do you know how electricity 
 gets to our homes? 

h#p://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/mains-‐power-‐and-‐the-‐danger-‐of-‐electricity/2195.html	  
	  



Key safety issues: 

Pylons and overhead  
power lines 



•  Never carry long objects, such as fishing rods, or fly kites or model  
aeroplanes where they can touch or go near overhead electricity lines.  
The electricity can travel down them and through you to the ground.  
This could cause serious burns and electric shocks which can kill you.  
 
Electricity can even jump gaps so don’t go anywhere near the wires. 

h#p://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/the-‐dangers-‐of-‐electricity/1646.html	  
	  

• If your kite settles in trees close to electricity lines do not climb  
or use a long stick to get it down. 

• Birds can sit on overhead electricity lines because they are not  
touching any other wires and the electricity cannot go through them  
to the ground. However, if they touched another wire or something  
touching the ground they would get an electric shock, which would kill  
them. 



In the garden 

In the home 



• Do not play near adults when they are using electric garden tools,  
and never try to use the tools yourself. Remember, water and  
electricity do not mix so if your parents have left electric tools  
outside and it starts to rain, or water from a hosepipe makes the  
tools wet, tell them.  
 
Do not touch the tools you could get an electric shock 

• Do not use electrical appliances near water and do no try to fix  
broken electrical appliances. 

h#p://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/dangers-‐of-‐electricity-‐the-‐adventures-‐	  
of-‐electro-‐mouse/2414.html	  
	  



Playing near electricity equipment 



• Playing football is great fun but do not play too close to  electricity  
substations because there is electrical equipment inside which is  
dangerous to go near. Do not try to get your ball back even if it looks  
close to the fence and you think you can reach it. Remember, electricity  
can jump gaps.	  

• Road works have barriers around them to stop people falling down  
holes in the road or footpath. Be careful not to knock the barriers over  
because someone could get hurt or fall into the hole and make contact  
with the exposed underground cable. Also keep outside the barriers;  
they are there to keep you safe. 



• Mini pillars are small grey boxes which sit on the pavement or  
pathways. Never sit on them, never try to open the door or poke  
things inside the mini pillar  the equipment contained within is live  
and you could get an electric shock.	  



Activity: 
 
In home groups, design a poster  
warning of the dangers of electricity  
or giving safety tips. 



Plenary 

h#p://www.switchedonkids.org.uk/quiz.html	  
	  

Spot the dangers! 


