
 

Swallows and Amazons - Chapter 9 

 

1. When John woke up… 

A) the sun was just coming up          B) it was already late          C) it was still dark outside 
 

 

2. Why did John wake up unhappy? 

 Yesterday seemed unreal and wasted. 

 The pirates, the gun in the boathouse and the chase all seemed like a dream and a 

waste of time. 

 He woke up to an ordinary life, but could not expect the events of yesterday to last, he 

felt it was a pity it had begun. 
 

 

3. What suggests that Roger was still asleep when John woke up? Explain your answer. 

‘He looked at the lump of blanket on the other side of the tent and decided to let it sleep,’ 

this suggests that Roger was the lump/figure in the blanket as they shared a tent and John 

let him sleep/ did not wake him. 

4. Put a tick in the correct box to show whether each of the following statements is 

a fact or an opinion. 

  Fact Opinion 

Swimming was better than washing.    

John went to fetch the milk.    

Mrs Dixon gave John a big bag of brown toffee.    

Mr Turner was a retired pirate.    

Mrs Dixon was not to be trusted.      

 

5. John had a bit of…  A) milk to drink while he was at the farm      

B) toffee to eat while he was at the farm      

C) cake to eat while he was at the farm 

 

6. On page 105, Mrs Dixon asks, ‘You haven’t been meddling with his houseboat, have you?’  

On page 107, John says, ‘He has been telling the natives that we have been meddling with his 

houseboat.’ 

 

What do you think the phrase meddling with his houseboat means? 

 They had been messing about/mucking around on his houseboat 

 Touched or handled the houseboat without permission 

 Can also make reference to interfering or intruding in something that is none of their 

concern/business 
 



 

7. What could John see as he looked towards the island from the field below the farm?  What 

does this evidence suggest? 

 Smoke rising from among the trees – this suggests that the mate (Susan) was up and had 

lit the fire, (everything was right) and the kettle would be boiling before he got back with 

the milk. 

 

8. Who did Titty think fired the arrow and why? 

 Titty thought the retired pirate (Mr Turner) had fired the arrow because the green 

feather on the arrow was from his green parrot. 

 

9. On page 111, how did the children know someone had been there? Give two pieces of 

evidence from the text which shows this. 

 There was a round place where the grass and ferns had been pressed flat as if someone 

had been lying there. 

 Roger found a knife in the grass. 
 

10. At the end of chapter, who do you think is in the tents? Explain why you think this. 

 The two pirates/girls from the boat who the children had seen the day before because the 

black pirate flag (from their boat) was in the middle of the camp and there were two figures 

inside the tents. 


