
Swallows and Amazons – Chapter 12 - Answers 

Vocabulary: 

1. The author wants us to learn that although to start with the children could see a little bit (by the light of the 

stars), it very quickly became so very dark that the children couldn’t see anything at all.  

After a little while, there was no light at all, it was pitch black. 

(This meant that the children really couldn’t see anything to help them land the Swallow except the two 

lanterns they had hung on the island.) 

 

Read the extracts from pages 140 and 142.  

1. Wondering and great delight 

2. John started by being really worried (in case he couldn’t safely land the Swallow) but ended by being really 

confident and happy with himself. 

John changed from being nervous to being very confident/pleased with himself. 

3.  To start with John didn’t know if he would be able to land the Swallow safely at night but then he did land her 

and realised that he could do it, even when there was no light from the moon or stars.  

 

Infer: 

1. Do you think it was fair that the second lantern was placed too high for Roger to reach it? (Explain your answer 

using evidence from the text.) 

 

Yes – Roger is not allowed to touch matches so wouldn’t be able to light the lantern; if the lantern had been 

any lower, the children wouldn’t have been able to use it to land the Swallow; Roger is still quite young so 

can’t do everything that the older children can do; their parents are the ones who say that Roger can’t use 

matches and they have to obey their parents (might get into trouble with their parents if they teach Roger 

how to use matches).  etc 

No – Roger is an equal part of the crew and should be allowed to do the same things as Titty; Roger has been 

very sensible so far so could have been taught how to use matches safely; they might need Roger to be able to 

light the lanterns (or take them down/put them up, so putting the nail up too high might lose them the war etc  

 

2. Do you think John was sensible to practice landing the boat at night? (Explain your answer using evidence from 

the text.) 

Yes – If they didn’t know for sure that they could land the boat at night, they could rely on it to steal the 

Amazons’ boat, then get stuck on the lake or sink their own boat and lose the war; it is better/safer to practice 

when the Amazons are not chasing them or they are not in a hurry; It is a good idea that they all know what to 

do in case one of them gets stuck out at night; it gives them an advantage over the Amazons etc. 

No – John didn’t know if he could do it and they could all have been stuck on the lake, in the dark, all night; 

John didn’t know if he could do it and he could have damaged the Swallow or even caused it to sink then they 

would have been trapped on the island; Roger can’t swim so if anything had gone wrong, Roger couldn’t have 

swum to the island and could have drowned; he should have told their mother so she could have been there 

with a rescue boat just in case something went wrong etc.  

 

3. What evidence is there that the children respect John as their captain? (Find at least two pieces of evidence.) 

Susan – Susan thinks that Roger should be in bed but allows John make the final decision.  

Titty – Titty doesn’t argue when John asks her to reach for the lanterns but doesn’t tell her why;  

Roger – Roger doesn’t argue when the lantern is too high for him to reach;  

All three children – All three children trust John enough to get into the boat at night and to sail out into the 

lake in the dark; All three children trust John to navigate in the dark using a match and a compass (no one tries 

to take over); They all do what John tells them without any arguing (with the lanterns and when he wants to 

land the boat); they wriggle out of the way to allow John to see what he is doing (no one tries to tell John what 

to do).  

 



Predict: 

1. Who do you think will win the war to capture the opposition’s boat, the Swallows (Susan, John, Titty and Roger) 

or the Amazons (Nany and Peggy)? Explain your answer using evidence from the text. 

Swallows – They can land the Swallow at night so they could steal the Amazon boat at night. The Amazons don’t think 

that John can land the Swallow at night so won’t be expecting an attack at night and won’t be guarding their boat.  

There are 4 Swallows and only 2 Amazons, so the Swallows could split up and have two children distracting the 

Amazons whilst the other two children steal their boat.  

Amazons – The Amazons have a lot of experience sailing on the lake and being on the island but the Swallows have 

only been there for a few days. This means that the Amazons might know about secret places where they could hide 

and then steal the Swallows’ boat. The Swallows won’t know about these places and so won’t be able to find the 

Amazons or spot them.  

The Amazons might make a pact with their uncle (who has played with them before) and he could help them without 

the Swallows knowing. 

The Amazons are better sailors than the Swallows and have the better boat so are likely to win any race to get each 

other’s boats.  

The Amazons keep their boat in a boat house near their house. It could be hard for the Swallows to break in because 

there will be adults around and the boat house might be locked. It is easy for the Amazons to steal the Swallows’ boat 

as there are no adults on the island to spot them or stop them.  

Explain: 

1. So that Titty can light the lantern if she needs to. 

2. So the Swallows can steal the Amazons’ boat at night when the Amazons are not guarding it 

So the Swallows can do something that the Amazons don’t expect.  

3. So  that they knew they could do it before trying to steal the Amazons’ boat 

4. By hanging two lanterns on the island, then sailing the boat until the two lanterns looked like they were in a 

straight line. So long as he sailed the boat towards the lanterns and kept them in a straight line, he knew that 

he wouldn’t hit any rocks and would land safely.  

5. Roger is too short to reach the lanterns even though everyone else can reach them; Roger is not allowed to 

use matches; Susan thinks that Roger should be in bed before the rest of the children; Roger can’t be left 

alone, Roger is called the boy whilst all the others are seamen.  

Retrieve: 

The correct order is: 

1. John and Susan nail lanterns to a stump and a taller tree. 

2. The children take the Swallow onto the lake at night. 

3. The children see lights from the charcoal burners. 

4. The children sail until they see their two lanterns. 

5. The children used the lanterns to guide the Swallow onto the island. 

6. John says that being able to land at night will win them the war. 

7. The children go to sleep. 

Summarise: 

Which of these best summarise chapter 12? 

The answer is Number 2.  

1. Susan, John, Titty and Roger all work well together. 

2. The children learn that they can land the Swallow on the island at night.  

3. John needs the whole crew (all 4 children) to be able to land the Swallow at night. 

4. It gets so dark on the island at night that the children should have brought a torch with them.  


