
Swallows and Amazons – Chapter 14 

1. Why did the children ‘galumph’ down the hill? Because they wanted to get back down the hill 

quickly in order to see if the Amazons had launched a surprise attack. 

 

2a. In the text it says, ‘…our footprints will throw them off the scent.’ What does this mean? If 

someone throws you off the scent when you are looking for someone or something, they confuse or 

deceive you by making you believe something that is not true. 

2b. Who believed it was a good idea to throw the Amazons ‘off the scent’? Susan 

 

3. Look at pages 160 and 161. How does Susan make a strong camp fire? Name three things. 

 she built a fireplace out of stones 

 she used dry leaves/moss to cover the base of the fireplace 

 she built a wigwam using dry reeds to protect the fire from wind/rain 

 she piled bigger sticks onto the fire to strengthen the flames 

 

4. On page 162, it says ‘Swallow was already so laden that they could hardly push her off.’ Which of 

the following words is closest in meaning to the word laden? 

  full                 

  empty  

  beautiful  

  unique 

 

5. Why do you think it was unpleasant for the children to walk in the water by the shore without 

shoes on? Because there are stones in the water by the shore and these stones would be painful to 

walk on barefoot. 

 

6. Who do the children believe James Turner to be? The retired pirate who owns the houseboat/the 

Amazons’ uncle/Captain Flint. 

 

7. Look at the following statements. Put a tick in the correct box to show whether each statement is 

true or false. 

Statement True False 

James Turner pinned a note for the Swallow children to a tree.  √ 

Captain John is frightened of the retired pirate. √  

Captain Flint is an enemy of the Amazon girls. √  

Roger discovered that someone had entered the Swallow’s camp.  √ 

 


