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Grammar 
 Let’s work on our sentences!   

 You will need a piece of paper or a note pad, and 

something to write with, or a computer. 

 

The Substitution Game 

a) In this sentence from The King of the Fishes, the writer has picked three parts 

of the fish to describe in detail.   

It had silver scales that glittered in the sunlight, 

blood–red fins and a golden crown. 

 

b) The nouns have adjectives before them.   

The writer has added extra detail about the scales by using that to add on a 

relative clause: ‘that glittered in the sunlight’. 

 

c) Can you see that my sentence is the same but it is about a 

lion?  I am substituting the words in the sentence for new ones.  

Don’t forget your comma! 

 

It had giant paws that thundered across the earth, 

sandy fur and a fearsome roar. 

d) Make up your own sentences by substituting!  You can use the pictures 

below for some ideas 
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Grammar 

 Let’s do a little bit more!   

 You will need a piece of paper or a note pad, and 

something to write with, or a computer. 

 

Similar or different? 

a) The writer of our story uses ‘fronted adverbials’ to tell the reader where, 

when or how something is happening.  Two examples: 

Immediately, Li hurried home, wondering what on earth he should wish for. 

Suddenly, he stopped pacing and grinned.  

  

b) These fronted adverbials – immediately and suddenly – have a similar 

meaning: ‘to do something very fast, without waiting.’  ‘Suddenly’ also makes 

the reader feel as though it has been a surprise; something unexpected. 

 

c) Sort the words below.  Are they similar to the meaning of ‘immediately’ or 

are they more like ‘slowly’?  Write them under the word they are most 

similar to, or in the middle if you’re not sure! 

 

d) Practise them in sentences of your own. 

 

Leisurely,      Steadily,  Straight away,   All at once,   

Suddenly,           Bit by bit,   As quick as flash,   Gradually, 

 

 

 

Suddenly, 

 

Immediately, Slowly, 


