
 

 

Swallows and Amazons  

Chapter Eleven  

1a. Why is there a barrel in the Amazon boat? It is used as a water breaker as the natives thought the water in 

the lake was not safe to drink.  

 

1b. The Swallow crew do not use the barrel as a water breaker, how do they make the water safe to drink? The 

Swallow crew boil the water before drinking it.  

 

2a. How did Nancy and Peggy carry the barrel? The girls rested each end of an oar on their shoulders and hung 

the barrel steadily in the middle.  

 

2b. Why did Nancy and Peggy carry the barrel in this way? Nancy and Peggy carried the barrel in this way 

because the barrel seemed lighter and therefore was easier to carry.  

 

2c. What else might pirates carry in this way? Treasure.  

 

3a. Why did Captain John`s respect for the Amazon girls grow? Captain John valued the Amazon crew`s ability.  

Not only were they great sailors, but they also knew a lot about the island, a lot that Captain John was still 

trying to figure out.  

 

3b. Why did Captain John not like asking the Amazon girls his unanswered questions? Captain John saw this as 

a weakness and felt inadequate having to ask the other crew questions that he felt he should be able to figure 

out as a leader. I guess, he did not want to appear less of a leader than Nancy Blackett.  

 

4. Which word is closest in meaning to the word `flagons`? 

 A bottle/ jug  

 A box 

 A saucepan  

 

 

5. What did the Swallows and Amazons drink to? Both crews drank to… Swallows and Amazons forever, and 

death to Captain Flint!  

 

6.  Look on page 127, what does the phrase `black sheep of the family` suggest about Captain Flint? He was an 

outcast.  



 

7. Look on page 128, what does the phrase ` he gathered enough moss and meant to settle down` mean?  

Captain Flint is now well travelled and ready to settle.  

 

8a. Why did Captain Flint buy a houseboat? He liked being out at sea.  

 

8b. Why was Captain Flint to be left alone in the houseboat? He was writing a book.  

 

9a. Did Captain Flint fire the cannon yesterday at the Amazons? No.  

 

9b. Who was it? Use evidence from the text to support your answer. It was Nancy and Peggy - they lit a big 

Roman candle from the cabin roof which fizzed and let off a bang!  

 

10. On page 131, what does the author mean by `there was a stir in the camp`? An awkward atmosphere.  

Why was this? Because both Peggy and Susan wanted to lead the cooking as this was their duty (being in 

charge of the ship`s food). 

 

11. On page 129, why did Nancy say ` well, we are all at war with him now`? Because Captain Flint thinks the 

Swallow crew have been meddling with his houseboat and had something to do with the firing yesterday, 

which may be the reason why he was waving his fist at them.   

 

12a. Look on page 132, what are the two markings of Wild Cat Island?  

1. The stump of a tree with a cross on it.  

2. Nancy used the fork of a tree with a big patch of bark off it, but it can be anything as long as you keep one 
behind the other.  

 

12b. Why did the Amazon crew paint the mark on the tree stump? The Amazon crew painted the mark 
because it is difficult to see against the beach. It is the same colour.  

 

13. Who taught the Amazon crew how to use the two marks to enter a harbour safely? Captain Flint.  

 

14. Why is Captain John pleased that Nancy does not know what a pilot book is? Captain John is pleased 

because even though Nancy knows a lot, she does not know everything. Knowing that he knows things that 

she does no makes him confident in his own ability.  

 


