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21st May 2020 
Dear parents, 
 
I thought I would just write to all parents and share the school’s plan for reopening. I have been 
busy looking at the risks and have a plan that I now think is as safe as we can be! 
 
As you have all seen, the requirement for all schools is that children will need to be in small groups, 
which we are calling ‘bubbles’ of no more than 15 children. This will mean that teachers from across 
the school will be teaching bubbles. 
 
Childcare for key workers 
 
This provision will continue after half term. Thank you for all those parents who have informed me 
of their requirements. I will be writing to you separately with the arrangements for your child. 
Please read the letter carefully, as there is a lot of information in it. 
 
Childcare is to be pre-arranged, as we have so many control measures. Parents were given 
adequate reminders of the need to book this provision and we can take no more children. Should 
you need childcare, I suggest you email the school admin address and if / when we can open 
another bubble provision, we will advise you accordingly. 
 
Reopening for specific year groups 
 
We will not be opening on 1st June for any other children. 
 
When the Government advise us that we can open to year groups, we will finalise our plans and will 
aim to admit Reception children first – this will not be on 1st June.  
 
I am shortly going to write to Reception parents, with our control measures and ask for children to 
be ‘booked’ in to this provision. Once we know how many children we have, we can finalise our 
‘bubble’ plans and ensure we are ready for the children. We will then determine a start date for 
these children. 
  
Once Reception are in, we will prepare for Year 1 and then Year 6. 
 
Online / home learning 
 
Year groups will continue to set online work. Work in classrooms will mirror online work, as much as 
possible, so all children have the same learning – whether at home or in school. 
 
 
 
 
 



The challenge as a school, is how to ensure that I can have smaller groups of children in school, 
with a teacher, whilst maintaining the same level of child-teacher engagement for home learning. In 
essence, this is not possible! 
 
To ensure there is some engagement, all bubbles will close early (approx. 2pm) and this will mean 
all teachers have some time to look at online learning. Childcare bubbles will continue, but not with 
classteacher engagement. 
 
If parents need to speak to teachers about anything, I suggest they email the year group address or 
phone the school, as teachers will not be able to continue the fortnightly calls if they are in class all 
day. 
 
Packs of work 
 
I am aware that the teachers have spent much time in school making and delivering packs of work 
to family homes. When the school reopens on 1st June, this will not be possible. 
 
If parents want a pack of work for their child, they can email the Year group email address and ask 
for a pack to be produced. These packs will produced, labelled and left outside the School Office 
under the covering. We will then inform parents the packs are ready and they can be collected, 
during working hours. Parents should ensure they maintain social distancing with others, when 
collecting these packs.   
 
If a family is shielding, due to a sick family member, the Family worker team can be emailed and 
they will endeavour to deliver a pack. 
 
Email addresses for reference: 
 

Reception - yrr@downside-primary.co.uk 
Year 1 - yr1@downside-primary.co.uk 
Year 2 - yr2@downside-primary.co.uk   

Year 3 - yr3@downside-primary.co.uk 
Year 4 - yr4@downside-primary.co.uk   
Year 5 - yr5@downside-primary.co.uk   

Year 6 - yr6@downside-primary.co.uk   
Family workers - familyw@downside-primary.co.uk 
 
The School Office will be opening for phone calls and emails on 1st June. 
 
PE kits 
 
I am very aware that many children still have PE kits etc in school. Once we have childcare sorted, I 
will work with my Year group teams to empty lockers, bag up the kits etc and give parents the 
opportunity to collect these. I will advise you when we are ready for parents to start collection.  
 
As previously shared, the school will close on Friday for half term. The whole teaching team will be 
having a break and there will be no expectations around home learning. 
 
Finally, for those who will be celebrating Eid this weekend – I hope that your celebrations are just as 
enjoyable, even in these very different times when we can’t have big family gatherings.  
 
In the meantime, keep safe and well! 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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