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Dear parents, 
 
I am currently finalising my plans for the potential return of children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 
6. These plans, when finalised, will be sent to parents.  
 
Following the guidance, I thought I would just share a number of factors with parents to manage 
expectations: 
 

- Childcare will continue to be provided for all parents of essential workers – please follow the 

information below as this needs to be booked in advance 

- Year groups will only return if there is scientific evidence that we can open safely – the 

earliest date currently for this is 1st June. The government will make a final decision nearer 

the time.  

- Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 will not all be starting during the week beginning 1st June – we 

will stagger the start date - starting with Reception, then Year 1 and finally Year 6 (this 

follows the order suggested by the Government). This may take weeks, as we need to 

ensure the safety of the children and staff. 

- No other year groups will come back, until the government changes its advice. 

- The plan involves separating children in to smaller groups – of up to 15 children (as per 

Government guidance).  

- As a consequence of having these smaller groups, children cannot all be with their teacher 

and depending on how numbers go, they may be in small groups with children who were 

not in their class. 

- Social distancing will be encouraged in the small groups, but as the Government says: 

‘Primary age children cannot be expected to remain 2m apart from each other 

and staff.’ We will be socially distancing the small groups from one another – so children 

from different groups will not at any point in the day mix.  

- The school day will be different timings and school will be starting later and finishing earlier 

for some children – as we will need to stagger the start/ end times of the day to allow for 

the social distancing of parents and carers.  

- We will not have the capacity for breakfast / after school club 

I understand that parents will all have their own views on whether they want their child to return. 
The decision is one for parents to make and, when I issue my letter regarding our control measures, 
you will have an informed view about this. The Government have made it clear that they will not 
be prosecuting parents if their children do not come in to school. 
 
Downside Day care 
 
The school has remained open every day, apart from Bank holidays,  
to enable those workers who are critical to the Covid-19 response  
to still be able to work.  



 
The school is closed over half term, as the team need time to prepare the school and, most 
importantly, have a break. 
 
This provision is childcare and not education and in the future this will be led by a range of school 
staff (as teachers will be teaching!). 
 
Essential workers are noted in the following document: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-
provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision 
 
The broad categories are: 
 

- Health and social care 

- Education and childcare 

- Key public services 

- Local and National Government 

- Food and other necessary goods 

- Public safety and National security 

- Transport 

- Utilities, communication and financial services 

 
As schools go back, I imagine a number of parents, who work in schools, may now need to access 
this provision. 
 
Staff will be on site for childcare from 8.30am to 4.30pm. 
 
In order to help with our planning, all parents who want childcare need to book this via email 
dpsadmin@downside-primary.co.uk and let us know the following information: 
 

 Names of children 

 Year groups of children 

 Start time of children (all children should be at school by 9am – to ensure social distancing 

in the future) 

 Collection time of children (either 3pm, 3.30pm, 4pm, 4.30pm) 

 Parents’ roles 

If you need the provision next week – week beginning 18th May – please let the school know by 
tomorrow, Friday 15th May @2pm, when your child(ren) will be in. 
 
If you need the provision from 1st June, please let us know by Monday 18th May, when your 
child(ren) will be in. 
 
Once we have these details, we will endeavour to put the children into small groups – ensuring 
children from the same families are put together, as this will reduce the risk. If you do not let us 
know by the dates above, especially for the provision after half term, we may need to delay the 
start date for your child. 
 
In the meantime, keep safe and well! 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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