
Swallows and Amazons – Chapter 5 

The four children have sailed to the island in the lake and set up camp (two tents and an outdoor fire 

for cooking). They have found a safe place to store their boat and had an interesting dinner. Now 

they are ready to spend their first night alone on the island. 

Vocabulary: 

After they had finished the eggs and the rice pudding and the brown bread and butter and the seed-

cake and the apples, the mate and the able-seaman did some washing up. The spoons had to be 

cleaned and the frying pan scraped, and the mugs and pudding basin swilled in the lake. The captain 

and the boy took the telescope, and found a good place on the high ground above the camp at the 

northern end of the island, where they could lie in a hollow of the rocks and look out between tufts 

of heather without being seen by anyone. Close behind them was the tall pine tree that they had 

seen when they looked at the island from the Peak in Darien. 

Find and copy (with the correct spelling) the word or words that mean or show: 

1. The tea things were washed in water 

2. A dip 

3. The name of a plant 

4. The camouflage was good 

“It’s Mr. Turner,” said the powerful native. “He usually lives on the house boat in summer-time. This 

year he won’t let anyone go near him. Last year those Blackett girls. Nieces of his from the other side 

of the lake, were always with him. Not this year though. Keeps himself to himself this summer, does 

Mr. Turner. No one knows what he does there, but they do say he’s got things in that house boat 

worth a fortune.” 

Explain the meaning of the following words or phrases: 

1. Keeps himself to himself 

2. Worth a fortune 

3. House boat 

4. Powerful native 

Inference: 

For each question, choose from John, Susan, Titty and Roger.  

Justify each answer using at least 2 examples from the text. 

Note: there is often no right answer – it depends on your ability to justify your answers.  

1. Who do you think has the most inventive imagination? 

2. Who do you think is the most practical?  

3. Who would you feel safest with on the island?  

4. Who do you think will find it the hardest to spend a few weeks on the island?  

5. Who do you think will enjoy their time on the island the most? 

Predict: 

The author has written quite a bit about Mr. Turner (the pirate with the parrot).  

1. What role do you think Mr. Turner might have in the story? (why has the author included 

him – what might happen between him and the children?) 

 

 

 



Explain: 

1. Why do Titty and her mother keep talking in nonsense words? 

2. How will the children get more food as the days go by? 

3. How have the children shared the workload (jobs)? 

4. On pages 58 and 59, why does John want to throw a rope over a branch of a tall tree? 

 

 

Retrieve: 

The following questions are all from pages 66 and 67. 

1. What did the mother leave for John? 

2. What time of day did the mother leave the island? 

3. How did the mother leave the island? 

4. Where did the boys put their lantern? 

5. Who suggested going to bed? 

6. Where did the children stand to watch their mother leave? 

7. How long did the children have to make their beds comfortable? 

8. What could the children hear as they went to sleep? 

9. Who is the female native?  

10. How long did it take for the children to fall asleep? 

 

Summarise: 

Summarise this chapter in no more than three sentences. Remember how to do it: 

a. List all the important points. 

b. Check that all the points are really important and get rid of any that don’t make a huge 

difference to the story. 

c. Look to see if any of the points are similar and can be merged into one point. 

d. Organise the remaining points into the order of the story. 

e. Put the remaining points into 2 or three sentences. 

f. Re read your sentences to check that they make sense!!!! 


