
There’s A Boy In The Girls’ Bathroom by Louis Sachar 

Age 9-11 

Reasons for selection and synopsis 

Bradley Chalkers, a fifth grader at the Red Hill School, has trouble 
getting along with his classmates until he meets Carla, a new 
school counselor. She not only listens to his wacky stories, but 
encourages him to use his powerful imagination. But just when 
Bradley's social world begins to broaden, the school board 
decides to let Carla go. What will happen to Bradley now?  
 
This heartwarming story of a young boy's search for friendship and 
acceptance is one of Sachar's most popular novels, and readers 
will identify with Bradley's troubles and eventual transformation 
when he finds a friend in Carla. 
 
Before reading… 

Ask the children to look at the front cover. What do you think the 
book will be about? What things can you see on the front cover?  

What sort of story will it be? Who might enjoy it? 

Now read the blurb – were any of your predictions correct?  

Why might a boy end up in the girls’ bathroom? 

 

The following questions are designed as 
prompts only – allow the children to come up 
with their own questions and ideas. They will 
be much more engaged this way! 

 

 



Chapter 1 and 2 

Vocabulary Why is Bradley described as an island? 

Define ‘shy’. 

What is a ‘distorted’ smile? 

Infer  How can you tell Mrs Ebbel isn’t fond of Bradley? 

Why might sitting in front of Bradley be worse than sitting next to 
him? 

Why was Bradley smiling? 

Why do you think Jeff gives Bradley the dollar? 

Why do you think Bradley hasn’t given his mum the note? 

Predict  Predict whether Bradley and Jeff will be friends. 

Explain  Do you think Mrs Ebbels is a good teacher? Why? 

What is your first impression of Bradley? 

Retrieve Who is the main character? 

Where does Bradley sit? 

What is the new boy’s name? 

What score does Bradley get on his test? 

What does Bradley say to Jeff at the end of Chapter 1? 

Why is Bradley older than the other kids? 

Summarise  Summarise the character of Bradley so far, in three words, and 
explain your choices of words. 

 

 

 

Chapter 3  

Vocabulary What does ‘hack’ mean? 



Define ‘scolded’. 

Define ‘snickered’. 

What does it mean if you’re flabbergasted? 

Infer  Why do you think Bradley pretends that the animals talk? 

Why does Claudia come into Bradley’s room? 

Why do you think Bradley pretended not to care when Claudia 
broke Ronnie? 

Why does Bradley’s heart flutter when his mother says that Mrs 
Ebbel called? 

Why does Bradley’s father get so mad? 

Predict  Predict what will be said at the parent teacher conference. 

Explain  Why do you think Bradley lies so much? Do you think he should 
change his ways? 

Retrieve What did Bradley’s house smell like? 

Who does Bradley talk to in his bedroom? 

What does Bradley do with his cut up test? 

Where did Bradley’s father used to work? 

Summarise  Draw an emotion graph to summarise Bradley’s feelings 
throughout this chapter. 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 4 and 5 

Vocabulary What does timidly mean? Why does Bradley’s mother speak this 
way? 

Define ‘drastic’. 



Define ‘modestly’. 

Infer  Why does Bradley’s mother grit her teeth? 

How do you think Bradley’s mother felt when Carla said she 
couldn’t wait to meet Bradley? 

Why do you think Bradley’s mother lies to his father? 

Why does Bradley reject Jeff’s help? 

Predict  Predict what will happen when Carla meets Bradley. 

Explain  Do you think Bradley’s mother made the right choice lying to his 
father? Why? 

Retrieve Why does Bradley’s mother look at the bulletin board? 

How does Mrs Ebbel want to help Bradley? 

What is the counsellor’s name? 

Summarise  Summarise Chapter 4 in less than ten words. 

 

Chapter 6 and 7 

Vocabulary Find and copy words and phrases that show that Jeff is nervous. 

Why do you think Jeff ‘smiles weakly’? 

Infer  Why does the girl’s mouth drop open? 

Why do you think Carla wants Jeff to call her that? 

Do you think you can be friends with someone and not like 
them? 

Predict  Predict if anyone will find out that Jeff was in the girls’ bathroom. 

Explain  How did you feel when you found out Jeff was going to see the 
counsellor? 

How did the book get its name? 

Retrieve Why was Jeff going to see the counsellor? 

Why was the floor slippery? 



What nickname have the children given Jeff? 

Summarise  Summarise Jeff and Carla’s conversation into four lines. 

 

Chapter 8 and 9 

Vocabulary Find and copy a phrase that shows that the girls don’t like 
Bradley. 

Define ‘pleaded’. What synonyms could have been used here? 

Define ‘squirmed’. What does this show you about Bradley’s 
mood? 

Infer  Why do you think Bradley told Jeff not to go to the counsellor? 

Why does Jeff blush? 

Why is Bradley initially in trouble for being out of class? 

Why does Carla believe everything Bradley says? 

Predict  Predict if there will be any further consequences of Jeff going 
into the girls’ bathroom. 

Explain  Explain how you think Carla is trying to help Bradley. 

Retrieve What was Mrs Ebbel teaching? 

Why did everyone have to eat inside?  

Why had the girls gone over to speak to Jeff? 

Why does Bradley say he won’t shake Carla’s hand? 

Summarise  Summarise Bradley’s thoughts at the end of Chapter 9 in less 
than 20 words. 

 

Chapter 10 and 11 

Vocabulary Why is it bold when Jeff says he likes Carla? 

What is manure? 

Define ‘anguish’. 



Infer  How did Bradley twist his and Carla’s conversations to Jeff? 

What does Bradley suggest doing next time the girls say hi and 
why does he suggest this? 

Why doesn’t Jeff kick the ball away? 

Predict  Predict whether Bradley will go to see Carla again. 

Explain  Why do you think the girls follow Jeff around? 

Retrieve Why had Bradley never been in the girls’ bathroom? 

How many gold stars has Bradley earned? 

Summarise  Pick one word to describe Jeff and give reasons for your choice 
of word. 

 

Chapter 12 and 13 

Vocabulary Define timidly. 

What does it mean if you do something reluctantly? 

Infer  Why do you think the girl doesn’t want to tell Carla her name? 

What is Colleen’s issue with inviting Jeff to her party? 

Why was Bradley dragging his feet? 

Why do you think Bradley doesn’t want Jeff to have other 
friends? 

Predict  Predict whether Colleen will invite Jeff or Bradley to her party? 

Explain  Do you think Bradley is selfish? Explain your answer. 

Retrieve Who goes to see Carla? 

Why is she there? 

Why does Carla give Colleen a form? 

Summarise  Summarise these chapters in less than 20 words. 

 



Chapter 14 and 15 

Vocabulary Lori laughs ‘hysterically’. Why is this? 

Define accused. 

What does it mean if you’re in the nick of time? 

Infer  Why wouldn’t Bradley know he needed to take a book home? 

How do the girls wind Bradley up? 

Why did Bradley lie about the fight? 

Why do you think Bradley says it was Jeff? 

Predict  Predict what will happen to Jeff. 

Explain  Why do you think the author italices homework? 

‘Bradley got what he deserved in chapter 14’. How much do you 
agree with this statement? 

Retrieve Why is Bradley going to Jeff’s house? 

What was the weather like? 

What happens when Bradley pushes Melinda? 

Summarise  Summarise Chapter 14 by writing a diary entry about it as 
Bradley, using no more than 100 words. 

 

Chapter 16 and 17 

Vocabulary What does terrorising mean? 

Jeff ‘beamed’. What does this mean? 

Infer  Why does Bradley walk with his hand over his eye? 

Why do you think Melinda didn’t want to tell anyone? 

Why does Bradley ask Jeff which bathroom he is going to? 

Predict  Predict how Bradley will react to Jeff having new friends. 

Explain  Do you think you would prefer to be friends with Bradley or the 



other boys? Why? 

Retrieve Why does Bradley say he can’t move his hand? 

What did Jeff tell the principle? 

Why do the boys talk to Jeff? 

Summarise  Summarise Jeff’s feelings in Chapter 17 in less than 20 words. 

 

Chapter 18 and 19 

Vocabulary What does it mean if you look at something intently? 

Define ‘shuddered’. What makes Bradley shudder? 

Infer   Why did Bradley want Jeff to miss every shot? 

Why is Jeff ignoring Bradley? 

Why do you think Jeff lies to Carla about Bradley’s black eye? 

Predict  Predict if Jeff and Bradley will become friends again. 

Explain  How did these chapters make you feel about Jeff? Why? 

Retrieve What nickname does Robbie give to Bradley? 

What do Bradley’s animals say about basketball? 

Summarise  Summarise these chapters in less than 30 words. 

 

Chapter 20 and 21 

Vocabulary What does it mean if you assure someone of something? 

Define ‘hesitatingly’. 

Infer  Why does Colleen cover her mouth? 

Why does Bradley say the doctor told him he couldn’t talk? 

Predict  Predict if Bradley will do the assignment. 

Explain  Explain how Carla gets Bradley to talk. 



Retrieve Why wouldn’t Colleen’s parents sign the form? 

What does Bradley say happened to his eye? Why? 

What does Carla ask Bradley to do? 

Summarise  Summarise the character of Carla, as you currently view her, in 
one word and explain your choice of word. 

 

Chapter 22 and 23 

Vocabulary Define ‘barged’. 

What is flunking? 

Claudia scoffed. What does this mean and why does she do it? 

What is astonishment? Why is Carla astonished? 

Infer  Why were the other kids meaner than ever to Bradley? 

Why do you think Bradley adds number 63 to his list? 

What can you infer from Bradley writing gold stars three times? 

Why do you think Bradley throws his list away? 

Why do you think Bradley lets Carla keep the picture? 

Predict  Predict how Bradley will act from now? 

Explain  How is the character of Bradley shown in a different light in these 
chapters? 

Retrieve How long did Bradley spend making his list? 

What did Brian dress up as? 

What does Carla always say to Bradley? 

What does Bradley want to talk about? 

Summarise  Summarise Bradley and Carla’s session in less than twenty-five 
words. 

 



Chapter 24 and 25 

Vocabulary Define ‘lagged’. 

What is anticipation? 

Infer   What does it mean to be a chicken? 

Why does Bradley want to be good? 

Why has Jeff told everyone that Bradley hit him? 

Predict  Predict if Bradley can be good all day. 

Explain  Did Jeff deserve to get beaten up in Chapter 24? Why?  

Retrieve Why does Melinda beat Jeff up? 

What does Bradley’s mother make for breakfast? 

Where does Bradley hide? 

Summarise  Summarise Bradley’s thoughts in these chapters in less than 20 
words. 

 

Chapter 26 and 27 

Vocabulary What does exhaled mean? 

Define ‘befuddled’. 

Infer  Why did Bradley feel like crying? 

Why does the girl scream? 

Why do you think Carla kisses Bradley on the cheek? 

Predict  Predict if Bradley will do his homework. 

Explain  How does Bradley’s character evolve in these chapters? 

Retrieve What three things had Bradley done wrong? 

Where does Bradley hide? 

What does Carla eat for lunch? 

Summarise  Summarise these chapters in less than ten words. 



 

Chapter 28 and 29 

Vocabulary Define reluctantly? 

What does inquisitively mean? Why does his mother look at him 
this way? 

Define abruptly. 

Infer  Why was Mrs Ebbel suspicious about Bradley’s question? 

Why does Bradley think he and Carla are in love? 

Why do you think Bradley hadn’t been allowed to touch his 
father’s desk? 

Why was Bradley disappointed the homework was over so 
quickly? 

Why do you think Bradley tore the homework up? 

Predict  Predict how Mrs Ebbel will react to Bradley’s homework. 

Explain  Should Bradley have torn the homework up? Why? 

Retrieve What homework is Bradley doing? 

What was making Bradley’s handwriting bad? 

What page was the homework on? 

What is Bradley so worried about? 

Summarise  Summarise Bradley’s decision at the end of Chapter 29 in one 
word and explain your choice of word. 

 

Chapter 30 and 31 

Vocabulary Define mimicked. 

Find and copy phrases that show that Bradley is embarrassed. 

Infer  Why does Bradley ask timidly? 

Why does Bradley’s mother laugh? 



Predict  Predict what will happen at the concerned parents organisation 
meeting? 

Explain  How do these chapters make you feel about Bradley? 

Retrieve Why was Carla proud of Bradley anyway? 

Which book does Bradley borrow from Carla? 

Why does Bradley’s heart flutter? 

Summarise  Summarise how the character of Bradley has changed so far 
from the beginning of the story in less than 100 words. 

 

Chapter 32 and 33 

Vocabulary Find and copy a phrase that shows Bradley is protective of the 
book. 

Define defiantly. 

What does dumbfounded mean? 

Infer  Why is Mrs Wilcott happy? 

Why does Andy hold the book? 

Why does Bradley believe that he scored the shot? 

Why does Colleen scream? 

Predict  Predict whether Bradley and Jeff will now stay friends. 

Explain  How did you feel when the boys asked Bradley to play 
basketball? 

Retrieve Why didn’t Bradley raise his hand? 

Why didn’t Carla eat with Bradley? 

What things made Bradley bad at basketball? 

Summarise  Summarise Jeff’s character in one word in these chapters and 
explain your choice of word. 

 



Chapter 34 and 35 

Vocabulary What is Zen? 

What is a cardinal rule? 

Infer  Why was life too weird for Jeff? 

Why did Bradley forget everything he knew about dribbling? 

Why does Bradley’s father let Bradley stay up a bit longer? 

Predict  Predict what Colleen knows she has to do? 

Explain  Why do you think the other children now treat Bradley 
differently? 

Retrieve Who was in Carla’s office? Why would this have been bad for 
Jeff? 

Why does Colleen begin to feel bad? 

What did Bradley’s father show him how to do? 

Summarise  Summarise these two chapters in less than forty words. 

 

Chapter 36 and 37 

Vocabulary What does it mean if you’re overwhelmed? 

Infer  Why is Bradley giggling? 

Why does Bradley start crying? 

Why are the parents angry at Carla? 

Predict  Predict if Bradley will get Colleen a present. 

Predict what will happen to Carla next. 

Explain  Explain Carla’s Cinderella analogy. 

Do you think Carla was right to keep Colleen’s secret? 

Retrieve What was new with Carla? 

What do the parents want to buy with Carla’s wages?   



Why won’t Carla reveal what Colleen had been to see her 
about? 

Summarise  Summarise the parent meeting by keeping minutes of the events. 

 

Chapter 38 and 39 

Vocabulary Explain why Bradley might use the word crazy so much. 

What happens if you capture the essence of something? 

Infer  How do you know Bradley enjoyed the book? 

Why did Bradley show Carla his book report first? 

How does Bradley react when he finds out Carla is leaving? 

How can you tell that Carla is upset that she is leaving? 

Predict  Predict whether Bradley will be alright without Carla. 

Explain  Do you think Bradley is good at writing book reports? Why? 

Explain the effect of Chapter 39. 

Retrieve What is Bradley writing? 

What does Carla give to Bradley? How do you think this made 
him feel? 

Summarise  Summarise Bradley’s feelings about Carla leaving by writing a 
diary entry by him of no more than 200 words. 

 

Chapter 40 and 41 

Vocabulary What phrase shows you Bradley is upset about Carla? 

Define sternly. 

Copy phrases that shows that Bradley isn’t enjoying getting his 
hair cut. 

Infer  Why is Bradley pretending to be sick? 

Why do you think Bradley’s mother had always cut his hair? 



Why does Bradley cry? 

Why do you think Bradley hugs his father? 

Predict  Predict whether Bradley will go to see Carla. 

Explain  How does Chapter 41 make you feel? Why? 

Retrieve How did Mrs Ebbel get the book report? 

What did she give Bradley for completing it? 

What is in the envelope? 

Summarise  Summarise Carla’s letter in less than 30 words. 

 

Chapter 42 and 43 

Vocabulary Explain the phrase ‘the words he wanted hadn’t been invented 
yet’. 

What word shows that Colleen was nervous? 

Infer  Why didn’t the girls tell Colleen what her present was? 

Why does the room go quiet when Colleen mentions the three-
legged race? 

Predict  Predict if the boys will show up. 

Explain  Explain the effect of Chapter 42. 

Why does the author put ‘andJeffandBradley’? 

Retrieve What does Bradley’s father suggest that he does? 

What was Colleen wearing? 

Summarise  Summarise the girls’ thoughts about boys coming to the party in 
less than 20 words. 

 

Chapter 44 and 45 

Vocabulary What is ‘disbelief’?  



Why does Jeff speak ‘assuringly’? 

Infer  How can you tell Bradley is excited for the party? 

How can you also tell he’s nervous? 

Why do you think Claudia told Bradley to wear the hat? 

Why does Bradley want Judy to slow down? 

Predict  Predict how the story will end. 

Explain  How did Chapter 45 make you feel about Bradley? 

Retrieve Why does Bradley cut a hole in his pants? 

What is the loud scream? 

What is the dog called? 

Why is the somersault race not so bad? 

Summarise  Summarise how Bradley’s character has changed since Chapter 
1, in less than 200 words. 

 

Chapter 46 and 47 

Vocabulary Define ‘cautioned’. What synonyms could have been used 
here? 

How do you think Bradley would define love? 

Infer  Why do Jeff and Colleen look nervously at each other? 

Why does everyone tease Bradley for saying love? 

Why do you think Karen gets annoyed? 

Why do you think Bradley crosses out but rewrites love? 

Predict  Predict what might happen in a sequel to this book. 

Explain  Did you like the book? Why? 

What do you think are the messages of this book? 

Retrieve Who does Bradley have to be partners with? 



Who won the race? 

Who won first prize? 

What does he pick? 

Summarise  Summarise the whole story in less than 200 words. 

 


