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Downside’s  “App of the Moment” 
 

Logo: 

 

Name: BrainPOP UK Featured Movie 

Cost: Free 

Summary: Every day, learn something new from a 
range of topics 

Pros: 

 Featured “Movie of the Day” 
 Search for past “movies” 
 Quiz your understanding 

Cons:  Only some movies are free 

 

Dear parents, 

Last week was incredibly busy. Our Year 6 children went to RAF Hendon and looked at the aeroplanes 

used in World War II. They also spent some time learning about life in the war – including spending 

some time in an air raid shelter – a fantastic experience for all. Last weekend, I spent two nights away 

with some of our children in Osmington Bay – despite the incredibly windy weather, the children had a 

fantastic time taking part in some adventurous activities. I am pleased to say that we also raised 

£1609.84 for Comic Relief last Friday!  

We have a number of exciting activities happening in school in the next two weeks: Year 2 children are 

making hot cross buns as part of their RE topic about Easter, our Year 1 children are having a ‘Hats of 

Faith’ assembly, some Year 5 children are visiting Oxford University and David Murphy, conductor, 

composer and Musical Director of Luton-based Sinfonia Verdi will be in some music lessons 

working with our children.  

Thank you to all those parents who have downloaded the ParentMail app and booked a Parents’ 

Evening appointment. As a reminder, all appointments should be booked through the app – ensuring 

that you can choose the most suitable time. In addition, we will be using the mobile app as a way of 

communicating with you, rather than sending texts – this is a cost cutting exercise and something we 

will be doing after the holidays.  

Reports will be handed to children on Friday 29th March, so that you can discuss these with teachers on 
Tuesday 2nd April and Thursday 4th April. 

K.Hooker 

Important dates: 

28th March - Year 5 Islam assembly at 3pm 

2nd April - Parents’ Evening  3:45pm – 5:30pm 

4th April - Parents’ Evening  5:30pm – 8:00pm 

5th April - Last day of term 

23rd April - Children return to school 

 

 

 

Value of the Month 

for March is 

Perseverance 
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Road safety around Downside 

I have been made increasingly aware, by parents this term, about how dangerous the situation outside the 

school is becoming at the beginning and end of the day. A number of issues have been raised, which I 

have outlined below:  

 PARENTS choosing not to cross the road at the traffic lights and instead dodging, with their 

children, between cars 

 PARENTS stopping their cars outside the school and letting their children get out of the car, in the 

road 

I have been made aware that there were a couple of very near accidents outside the school and that other 

parents had to intervene, to essentially save a child’s life.  

Parents have the responsibility to get their children to school safely and parents need to model how to 

cross a road. If you do not walk with your child to school, please remind them to use the traffic lights when 

crossing the road. If you do walk with your child, please use the traffic lights both ways - you are modelling 

safety. 

We will be randomly choosing days, as a team, to identify when appropriate road safety is not being 

followed by parents and children. We will then be meeting with you, as this is a SAFEGUARDING concern 

and remedial action will need to be taken to protect your child from an accident. 

In addition, I have had a complaint about parking in the service road: 

- PARENTS parking on double yellow lines – making the road too narrow to get down 

- PARENTS parking on the pavements, over the double yellow lines, making it impossible for our 

children and parents, often with buggies, to walk along the pavement  

- PARENTS parking in front of the staff car park barrier to drop off their children 

                                    

As a school, we have called Traffic Enforcement and asked them to do more regular spot checks to support 

the safety of our children.  

I recognise that the roads around Downside are very busy – walking with your child to school and using the 

traffic lights is the best solution. If you need to drive, taking the extra 5 minutes and parking your car 

safely is the best solution. 

Please support our children’s safety – I do not want to have to write a letter to parents about the death / 
serious injury of a child on the roads around our school.  

K.Hooker 
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  House Points  
15/3/19 22/3/19 

Donaldson 743 518 

Rowling 780 624 

Dahl 850 571 

Morpurgo 856 634 

 

 

The Lost Property box will be emptied on the last 

Thursday of each term. The next date it will be 

emptied is Thursday 4th April 2019. 

Don’t forget to write your child’s full name and 

class on all of their things … if we can identify the 

child, we will return their belongings to them! 
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