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Dear Parents and Carers of Year 4 children, 
 
Welcome back. I hope you had a good break and that the children are rested and eager to 
return to school.  
 
We are really looking forward to this term and are excited about our new topic based on the 
book ‘The Butterfly Lion’ by Michael Morpurgo. Our WOW beginning will be a variety of 
sensory activities introducing Africa: the setting of the story. We will contrast this with the 
UK and use the differences between the two locations to develop the children’s descriptive 
writing skills. Alongside this, the children will create scenes of both settings in art and write 
and perform short plays linked to the two countries.  Most of this half term’s literacy will be 
covered through the exploration of this story and work linked to settings, plots and play 
scripts.   
 
After half term our topic will be The Romans. Children will find out about Roman civilization 
and locate Rome and the countries of the Roman Empire on a map. They will also find out 
about aspects of life in Roman Britain and have the opportunity to visit Roman Verulamium 
in St Albans. Children will also take part in an assembly giving them an opportunity to display 
what they have learnt. 
 
In Numeracy we will extend knowledge of place value including rounding and ordering whole 
and decimal numbers and understanding numbers to tens of thousands. We will continue to 
build on the children’s existing knowledge of the four rules (+, -, ÷ and x) and extend this to 
include fractions and decimals. The children will also be learning to improve their accuracy 
when measuring in different units and with a variety of instruments. The skills taught will be 
included in mathematical problems to encourage the children to apply their knowledge and 
develop mathematical problem solving skills. 
 
During the first half term, Science lessons will focus on comparing how things move on 
different surfaces. The children will explore what friction is and when it can be useful to us. 
After half term the children will compare and group materials according to whether they are 
solid, liquid or gas. They will observe changes of state and identify the part played by 
evaporation and condensation in the water cycle. 
 
 
 
 



The RE topic for this term is Sikhism and the children will learn what it means to be a Sikh 
and what inspires and guides the followers of this religion. 
 
In Spanish children will learn the names for different types of food and drink and learn how 
to express what they would like to order. They will also have the opportunity to practise and 
perform in Spanish through role play. 
 
Music lessons will focus on learning how to make instruments change dynamics and 
duration. They will build on their knowledge of instrument families and learn detailed 
features about each group. 
 
As well as using computing throughout the curriculum, the children will use ICT to create an 
information text about Michael Morpurgo. 
 
For PE until half term, Phoenix and Unicorn will continue to go swimming and all classes will 
learn the skills required to play hockey.  Dragon and Griffin classes will also be taking part in 
dance. After half term, Dragon and Griffin will go swimming while Phoenix and Unicorn will 
add to their gymnastic skills. Children from all classes will also take part in outdoor and 
adventurous activity challenges, both individually and within a team. 
 
As you can see, this term is a busy one and we have much to teach the children. As always, 
we really value your support and in particular your encouragement of the children to 
complete their homework, learn their times tables and read regularly to a family member.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mr Dilkes 
Year 4 Manager 
 


