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Foundation Stage Curriculum Newsletter Spring 2015 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome back and Happy New Year! Thank you for all the support you have given your child 
so far this year – I am really impressed with the amount of progress the children are 
making!  
 
As the weather gets colder, please can I remind parents that girls should be wearing black 
shoes/boots. If your child has a different colour boots then they can wear them during 
outdoor time, but should wear their plimsolls around the school. 
 
Parent drop ins: 
 
We actively welcome parents in to the classroom and would love you to join your child in 
class once a week for a short time on the following dates: 
 
Monday 8.45am – 9.05am Emerald and Opal 

(until February half term, when the date will change) 
Tuesday 8.45am – 9.05am Coral 
Thursday 8.45am – 9.05am Crystal 
Friday 8.45am – 9.05am Ruby 
 
This time will be an opportunity for you to do an activity with your child and see the progress 
your child is making. 
 
Parent workshops: 
 
We will continue to offer workshops to help parents support their child’s learning: 
 
Homework workshop on 13th January @ 9am 
Phonics/reading Workshop –28th January @ 9am 
Knowledge and understanding of the world workshop –11th March @ 9am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PE 
As a reminder, children should have a white t-shirt, black shorts/tracksuit bottoms, trainers 
(for outdoor PE) and black plimsolls (for indoor PE). Please ensure all PE kit is named.  
 
PE days are: 

 Coral – Wednesday and Friday 
 Crystal – Wednesday and Thursday 
 Emerald – Wednesday and Friday 
 Opal – Monday and Friday 
 Ruby – Wednesday and Friday 

Please remember to remove all earrings on PE days and try to ensure your child wears 
school uniform that they can easily change in and out of.  

The curriculum: 

 

 

 

This half term we will be studying the author Julia Donaldson and her 
books. We will be reading ‘The Gruffalo’ and ‘The Gruffalo’s Child’. As 
part of our learning, we are going to be finding out more about the 
characters, light and dark and woodland animals and their habitats.   

We have organised a trip to Wendover woods in March, to support 
our learning about the Gruffalo and woodlands; more details will 
follow shortly. 

After February half term, we will continue to focus on Julia Donaldson 
and shall read texts including the ‘Smartest Giant’ and ‘Stickman.’  

As you are aware, the Early Years curriculum has six key areas for learning, which the 
children are constantly assessed against. Please find a simple guide on the next page.  

 
Home Learning 

 
Throughout the term we will continue to send weekly phonic and learning log activities home 
for the children to complete. We appreciate your support with this, as these activities 
reinforce much of the learning taking place in class. If you want support with how to do this, 
please attend the Homework network meeting next Tuesday. 

We are committed to encouraging a love of reading so will continue to send reading and 
library books home for you to share with your child. Please remember to write in your child’s 
reading record to tell us about progress made at home. Also remember there is a reading 
club on Tuesdays in the library where you can read with your child.  

 

 
 

 
Please share your child’s achievements with us on snowflakes! We love 
to read about what your child has done at home and their latest 
achievements; this could be anything from cooking, drawing and making 
to physical activities.  
Please pick up a snowflake or make one of your own and tell us what 
your child has done, so we can add it to the display outside the 
classroom and then put these in your child’s book. 

 
Key staff to help you this year.  
 



If you have any concerns regarding your child in class, please speak to your child’s class 
teacher in the first instance.  
 
If you are concerned that your child may have special needs, please contact Mrs Leaves, 
Assistant Head for Inclusion. 
 
Mrs Khan is the Family Worker linked to Year R, as you may be aware she will be going on 
maternity in January. If you have any issues which you would like to speak to a Family 
Worker about, please speak to Mrs Shabbir, who will pass your message on to the team. 
 
I continue to lead the Reception Team this year and so if you have any further concerns 
please do not hesitate to make an appointment with me through the School Office. 
 

 
 
 

K.Hooker 
Headteacher 
  



The Early Years Curriculum at Downside 
 
Within the seven areas, we will be covering the following:  
 

Personal, Social & Emotional Development  
This term we focus on developing the children’s ability to empathise with 
characters in books and understand how different people feel in different 
situations. We continue to develop the children’s ability to work in pairs and 
groups and their ability to express their ideas and needs when working with 

others.   
 

Communication & Language 
The children are increasingly able to talk about the things that interest them 
and to listen sensitively to others. We encourage them to become more 
precise and detailed in their conversations and to talk more accurately about their 
learning at school. We will be encouraging them to ask and answer ‘why’ questions. 
Please practise this at home! 

 
Physical Development  
We continue to develop the children’s ability to use tools such as pencils 
and scissors with care and precision and to manipulate both small and large 
objects. In PE and outdoor learning, we will be developing the children’s 
ability to throw and catch objects, move in different ways and play simple 
games. 

 
Literacy  
Throughout this term, we encourage the children to use their existing phonic skills 
in their reading and writing and continue to teach new letter sounds. We also 
practise the correct formation of letters for writing. The children will be 
encouraged to read simple texts and write simple sentences.  
We will be holding a Phonics/reading Workshop on 28th January @ 9am, 
please come along to find out more.  
 
Mathematics  
Our maths work will focus on counting, simple addition and subtraction, 
sorting objects and continuing patterns in practical activities. We will 
continue to use Numicon for number, especially for addition. We will also 
be introducing doubling and halving. We will be working with money and will also 
continue to develop the children’s understanding of shapes and simple measurement.  
 
Understanding the World  
In this area we work on enabling the children to better understand their own 
past and the lives of people they know. They will also have the opportunity to develop their 
skills with computers, iPads and cameras. In addition, we will further improve the children’s 
questioning and observation skills in science and their use of simple scientific vocabulary. We 
will also be going on a walk this term to look at what has changed from our autumn walks. 
If you want to find out more about how to support your child in this area please 
come along to our workshop on 11th March @ 9am. 

 
Expressive Arts and Design  
The children have many opportunities to create pictures and models using a 
variety of materials and we will continue to work with them to develop their 
ideas and continue their exploration of these different media. During music 

lessons, the children will learn and practise new songs as well as improving their 
ability to follow a rhythm and keep a steady beat.  


