
 
 Downside Primary School 

 
Chaul End Lane, Luton,  
Bedfordshire LU4 8EZ 
 
 
T: 01582 587160   
E: dpsadmin@lbc.luton.sch.uk  

W: www.downside-primary.co.uk  

 

Headteacher: Miss Karen Hooker 

                                                                         September 2017  

Dear Parents and Carers of Year R children,                                                                          

 

Welcome to the new school year at Downside Primary School. It has been lovely to see all the new 
children coming into school smiling and looking so smart! The team and I are looking forward to 
working with you and your child throughout this year and will send termly newsletters to keep you 
updated with practical information and the areas we will be teaching. Should you have any further 
questions about life at school, please do ask your child’s class teacher or me and we will be happy to 
help.  

 

As all children may need a change of clothes at some point in the term, it would be very helpful for 
your child to have a spare pair of pants, socks, tights or trousers and a tee shirt, in their bag at school. 
This will mean they can wear their own clothes, which can be less upsetting for them, if they need to 
change.  Also, if school lends your child clothes, please return them as soon as possible. 

 

PE 

P.E kit is a white t-shirt, black shorts/tracksuit bottoms, trainers and black plimsolls.  

PE days are: 

 Coral – Tuesday and Thursday 

 Crystal – Monday and Wednesday  

 Emerald – Monday and Wednesday 

 Opal –  Thursday and Friday 

 Ruby – Monday and Wednesday 

It is helpful if children come to school in a polo shirt and other clothes that can be easily managed on 
PE days as this helps encourage independent self-dressing. Please remove any earrings on PE days.  

 

 

 

 

 



Parent Drop-ins 

We actively welcome parents into the classroom and would love you to join your child in class every 
Thursday from 8:45am to 9:05am starting on Thursday 2nd November.  

This time will be an opportunity for you to do an activity with your child and help them settle into 
school. 
 

Parent Workshops 

We will be offering the following workshops during this term: 

Phonics workshop – Opal/Emerald on Thursday 5th October at 9am 

           Ruby/Crystal/Coral on Friday 6th October at 9am 

Workshops are an ideal way for you to find out more about what you can do to support your child’s 
learning. 
 

Home Learning 

The children will shortly be bringing phonic books home which will have the sounds and letters we are 
learning and a simple activity for you to help your child complete.  

They will also have reading/ library books to share with you. When you share these books at home, we 
would appreciate it if you could make a brief note in your child’s reading record book (to be sent home 
soon). Class teachers will explain this in more depth when they give the reading records to you. 

We do value the support you give your child; simple activities such as sharing a book and talking about 
the pictures or counting all the red cars you see on the way home do make such a difference to 
children’s learning. 
 

Our Topics 

This half term, we will be reading books from the ‘Harry and the Bucketful of Dinosaurs’ series. As part 
of our learning, we are going to be finding out more about dinosaurs and the different places that 
Harry visits. Our ‘Harry’ work will end with an art exhibition celebrating our work which we would like 
to invite you to on Thursday 19th October.  

After half term, we will be reading ‘Each Peach Pear Plum’ and looking at the stories behind the 
characters in the book. 
 

Key staff to help you this year 

If you have any concerns regarding your child in class, please speak to your child’s class teacher in the 
first instance.  

If you are concerned that your child may have special needs, please speak to your child’s class teacher 
in the first instance and then speak to either Miss Joyce or Miss Hooker. 

Mrs Khan is the Family Worker linked to Year R but if she is unavailable please speak to any of the 
other Family Workers – Mr P Khan, Mr W Khan, Mrs N Akhteer. 

 

I will be leading the Reception Team this year so if you have any further concerns please do not 
hesitate to contact me.  

 

Mrs S Choudhury 

Year R Leader 



 
 

 
 

The Early Years Curriculum 
 

We focus on seven areas of learning in Reception.  
 
There are three prime areas:  

 Personal, Social & Emotional Development 

 Communication & Language  

 Physical Development  
 
 

 

Personal, Social & Emotional Development  
This concerns the development of relationships with others as well as 
the child’s self-confidence and self-awareness when working at school. 
It is also about managing feelings and behaviour in order to work co-
operatively with everyone. 
 
During the term, we will be encouraging the children to work in small 
groups and learn how to cooperate, play and share with their peers. 
 

 

Communication & Language  
This concerns your child’s development in speaking and listening to 
other people in both social and more formal situations. 
 
We actively encourage the children to listen in lessons and share their 
thoughts and answers to questions. We recognise that in the first term 
some children are shy, but will be supporting them in their ability to 
speak confidently in class. 
 

 Physical Development 
This involves the children’s ability to manipulate small objects such as a 
pencil or scissors as well as the development of movement during PE 
or in the playground. It also includes children choosing and eating 
appropriate food and managing their own bathroom needs. 
 
We will be having pencil/scissor control sessions for the children and 
will be using the equipment on our playground to develop the 
children’s gross motor skills through playing on the playground 
apparatus and on our bikes. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
There are also four specific areas of learning:  

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Understanding of the World 

 Expressive Arts & Design. 
 

 
 

 

Literacy 
This includes the acquisition of phonic skills for reading and writing 
and the correct formation of letters, as well as children writing their 
own name and simple labels.  
 
We will be learning to recognise some of the words from our story 
books and how to read and write our own names and simple words. 
 
 

 Mathematics  
This involves children being able to count and calculate.  
 
This half term, we will be focusing on counting and using numbers to 
10. We will be using Numicon to support the teaching of number. 
 
We will also be investigating shapes, patterns, and simple 
measurements, using comparative words such as shorter/longer, 
heavier/lighter.  
 
 

 

Understanding the World  
This is where the children learn about people and their communities, 
the world (as a place and as a part of nature), special events, simple 
scientific concepts and technology.  
 
This term, the children will be learning about many different places 
through the Harry stories, e.g. a garden centre, the beach, train 
stations, lost property and the library. We will be visiting our school 
library, as well as the Leagrave Library.  
 

 Expressive Arts and Design  
This covers a range of areas such as musical awareness, use of drawing 
and painting tools and exploration of materials such as playdough and 
clay.  
 
We will be working with the children to develop their pretend play 
using a range of resources including the home corner, construction 
materials and small toys. 

 


