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Dear Parents and Carers of Year 6 children,                                                                          

 

Welcome back to an important year for Year 6! The children have arrived back extremely 
enthusiastic and have already settled well into the routines and structures of Year 6. It is 
vitally important that the children attend regularly this year so they do not miss out on key 
learning before the SATs tests in May.  

Homework 

As there is so much to fit in to this year, we will be giving the children more to study at 
home. Each half term the children will be expected to complete one activity from each 
colour on their Rainbow Homework menu in their Learning Log. Additionally, a piece of 
work based around our other key areas of Numeracy, Reading and Grammar will be given 
once a week on a Friday to be returned by Wednesday.  

As in Year 5, the children will be given 6 spellings set around a rule and will then be tested on 
these and 4 other ‘mystery’ words. This is one of our key focuses this year and the team 
would be grateful if you could support your child in daily practise of the words so that the 
rule is well understood and remembered. 

Reading Challenge 

Our Reading Challenge this year is called, ‘100 books to read before leaving Primary school’. 
We are challenging the children to read as many books from the list in their Reading Journal 
as they can before they leave Downside.  They can tick them once they have read them and 
recorded their reading in their Reading Journal.   

Curriculum Websites 

The school provides the children with a range of websites that they can use to enhance their 
learning at home. RM Maths and Mathletics are great for Numeracy and Times Tables 
Rockstars is great for times tables. Reading Eggspress supports the Literacy curriculum. The 
Curriculum Visions website has a range of eBooks which may be helpful for researching 
topics for their Rainbow Homework menu.  Each child has an individual log-in for these sites 
and these can be found in their Reading Journal.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Curriculum 

In Numeracy lessons this term, we will be covering addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division with both large numbers and decimals, and using these skills to solve complex 
problems. Children will also be revising and extending their knowledge of fractions, decimals 
and percentages and learning to use these in a problem solving context. Knowing their times 
tables is essential for much of this work and we would ask you to ensure that your child 
practises these regularly at home. We will also be focusing on arithmetic as this forms part 
of the SATs tests.  

Our Literacy focus centres on improving sentence structures and using a wide variety of 
punctuation and vocabulary. We will also be working to improve written and spoken 
grammar. Children will be using these skills to explore and write stories, descriptions and 
poetry as well as developing skills in planning and developing ideas in non-fiction writing. 
Reading will, of course, be a huge part of our literacy teaching. The children will be 
conducting book studies throughout the year, and the first book will be The Boy in the 
Striped Pyjamas. This will link to our Topic: World War Two.  

This term, our Science topic is forces. The children will begin to explore forces and refine 
their approaches to fair testing through investigations linked to air and water resistance and 
friction.  

During Games lessons, children will be improving and revising many of the skills necessary 
for football and rugby and will be carrying out tasks aimed at improving their overall fitness. 
Please ensure your child has their PE kit with them in school at all times. As the weather gets 
colder, please ensure they have a tracksuit for outdoor PE.  

In Topic, the focus is on World War Two and its impact on the lives of men, women and 
children. The children will be taught to understand how and when the war started and will 
be finding significant dates and vocabulary relating to this time period. Significant people 
from World War Two will also be studied.  

In our RE topic this term, we will be studying Judaism. The children will be taught to 
understand Jewish lifestyles, special dates and celebrations in the Jewish calendar and 
significant places of worship and objects that are an important part of Jewish life.  

During PHSE lessons, we will be thinking about stereotyping and continuing to explore the 
topic of diversity.  

Within Music lessons, the children will learn how to play chords and songs on the guitar with 
a specialist music teacher. 

As you can see, we have a very packed term ahead of us and we are pleased with the 
attitude and commitment of the children so far. We are sure this will continue and look 
forward to working with you and your child through the rest of this very important year.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Miss H Bell   

Year 6 Leader 

 


