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Dear Parents and Carers of Year 5 children,                                                                          

 

I have been very impressed with the way in which the children have settled into Year 5 and 
would like to thank you for making sure your child arrives on time and looks very smart in 
their uniform. We have a busy term ahead of us and an exciting curriculum to look forward 
to. 

The children have already been keen to learn about our first topic - The Great Barrier Reef. 
We will end the term with a visit to an aquarium. The topic is such a varied and interesting 
one that the children have already become very excited about it.  We will be learning about 
the Oceans of the World and the continents they surround.  We will be delving under the sea 
and studying the creatures that live in the deepest, darkest places!  This topic continues 
through Geography and Design Technology where the children will be designing and making 
cushions and learning different sewing techniques. After half term, we will be moving onto 
learning about The Solar System - one of our science topics.  

In Literacy this half term, we will be focusing on reading and writing animal stories, 
persuasive writing and performance poetry. Next half term, we will be developing the skills 
to write a non-chronological report and writing science-fiction stories. Reading, as always, 
will be given a high priority and the more the children are able to practise their skills at home 
the better readers, spellers and writers they become.  Please support us by encouraging 
your child to read as much as possible and to briefly write about it in their Home School 
Contact books.   

In Numeracy, we begin by looking at place value, rounding numbers and improving our 
knowledge of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division in order to solve simple 
problems. We then move on to increasing the children’s understanding of fractions, 
decimals and percentages before extending their knowledge of measuring weight, length 
and capacity. Times tables are an important feature of many of our numeracy lessons and it 
benefits children enormously when they are encouraged to learn these at home. You can 
help your child by asking them to say their tables with you or other family members. They 
will also receive a log-in for RM Easimaths and Mathletics. Both of these programmes can be 
accessed at home via the internet and RM Easimaths is set at your child’s personal level. It is 
important that the children access these fantastic resources, if they are able to, as they will 
help to further improve their Maths.  

 

 



 

 

Within Science lessons, we will be studying electricity and learning to read and write 
standardised circuit diagrams. After half term, the science will all be centred around the 
topic of ‘Space’. 

During PE, the children will be practising a range of individual and team skills in rugby and 
football. They will also be working on improving and refining their gymnastic and archery 
skills. Having the correct PE kit in school all week is essential for the children’s involvement 
and we would ask for your support in helping with this. 

The RE topic for this term is: What matters most to Humanists and Christians? The children 
will also be thinking about what it means to be a Muslim.  

In Spanish, the children will be learning about what a typical high street is like in Spain and 
the associated vocabulary. 

This term’s music lessons focus on music from around the world and children will be using a 
variety of percussion instruments to create their own music. They will also learn to create 
harmonies on the key board and to sing with expression and in two part rounds.  

Spellings will be given to all children every week.  The children will learn a spelling rule in 
school and be given associated words to learn. The children will then be tested on these 
spellings. Children need to learn the spelling rules to enable them to apply them in their 
written work.  

There will also be an opportunity for children to take part in cycle training which is offered 
by Luton Borough Council’s cycle training team.  Full details of this will be sent out next 
week. 

All children benefit greatly from the support you provide at home and the year 5 team and I 
look forward to working closely with you throughout the rest of the academic year.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Mr N Dilkes 

Year 5 Leader 


