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Dear Parents and Carers of Year 3 children,                                                                          

 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome everyone back after the summer holidays; it 
is nice to see the children so enthusiastic, ready to learn and smartly dressed in the school 
uniform. I am pleased to say the children have settled in well and are enjoying their learning. 

 

In Literacy this half term, we will be focusing on activities that will help the children 
construct sentences and will be investigating verbs and adjectives. Children will write their 
own historical stories based on different descriptive settings and we will support them in 
beginning to organise their writing into paragraphs. Later in the term, after learning to 
extract relevant information from non-fiction texts, children will be writing a recount based 
on Henry VIII’s life.  All the children will have regular handwriting practice. After half term, 
the focus moves to explanation texts, poetry and using speech in adventure stories.  
Children should be reading for a minimum of 10 minutes every evening at home and it 
would be helpful if, when the new contact book is sent home, you sign it to say you or 
another adult/sibling has heard your child read. 

In Numeracy, we will be securing the children’s understanding of place value, using visuals to 
help children understand what a number looks like. We will also be developing their 
understanding of the 4 operations (+,-,x and ÷) using mental and written methods. Children 
will then use this knowledge to develop their reasoning and problem solving skills. We would 
appreciate any help that you can offer at home to reinforce the skills being taught.  Times 
tables will have a particular focus and will be rehearsed daily. The times tables we focus on 
in year 3 are the 3, 4 and 8 times tables.  

 

In science, children will learn that animals, including humans, need the right amount of 
nutrition and that they cannot make their own food. The children will also learn about the 
basic parts of the digestive system in humans including the different types of teeth and their 
functions. After half term, we will be learning to recognise that environments can change 
and that this can sometimes pose dangers to living things. Finally, we will be finding out that 
humans and some other animals have skeletons and muscles for support, protection and 
movement. 

 

 



 

 

In the first half term in PE, children will be developing their skills in athletics and football. 
Next half term, children will be introduced to the basic principles and skills of volleyball and 
hockey. 

 

Our RE for this half term will have the children thinking about why people worship and 
learning about how and where worship takes place. Next half term, we move onto showing 
how we care for others.  

 

We are excited at the prospect of our Year 3 children learning Spanish. We are all looking 
forward to learning about Spanish culture and greetings.   

 

Continuing with our creative curriculum, our first topic for this year is ‘The Tudors’. Much of 
our writing will be linked to this and the children will learn about the Tudor family tree and 
the roles of Henry VIII and Elizabeth I in changing England from a Catholic to a Protestant 
country. We will be studying Hans Holbein, Henry VIII’s court painter, and the children will 
create their own self-portraits. Next half term, we will be moving on to study geography in 
our topic ‘Polar Regions’.   

 

Mr Guy, our specialist music teacher, is offering many opportunities during lunchtimes for 
children to become involved in playing musical instruments; this is a wonderful opportunity 
for your child to discover their musical talents!  Within lessons this term, the children will be 
introduced to musical notation and note names and learn to sing different parts of songs 
with repeated patterns. In addition, children will receive weekly percussion lessons from the 
Luton Music Service. 

 

The children receive homework tasks on a weekly basis in their Learning Log. This is set on a 
Wednesday and is due back in school on a Monday. They also have spellings to learn at 
home which are given out on a Tuesday. The spelling test is also on a Tuesday.  

   

If you feel you can add to our rich curriculum in any way, please do not hesitate to contact 
me directly at school. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

  

 

Miss A Harrison  

Year 3 Leader 


