26th May 2017

Dear parents,
As the first half of the summer term draws to a close, the weather seems to be improving ready for half
term! The last two weeks have been incredibly busy:







Year R children visited Wendover Woods to search for the Gruffalo and explore the woods.
Year 2 children visited London Zoo to see the animals and visit the rainforest section for their
topic
Year 3 children went to Flag Fen and looked at life in the Stone Age
Year 4 children visited St Albans to visit Verulamium museum and the Roman ruins
A number of Year 5 children went on a residential to Shortenhills and had a fantastic time
35 Year 6 children took part in a one night camp at school.

All the trips went incredibly well and have finished the term off well!
The school term dates are now confirmed for 2017/18 and are on the school’s website and attached to
this letter. As a school, we are taking part in a Luton school’s writing project for the next two years.
Normally when I set training days, I add these to the start / end of a school holiday, but the training days
for the project are set and are mid-term – apologies but there is nothing I can do about this.
I am aware that Ramadan starts this weekend and would like to remind parents that if they wish their
child to fast during the day, a letter must be sent to the child’s teacher.
Have an enjoyable half term!
K.Hooker
Sending money in to school

School dinners
As a reminder, the cost of school dinners from
6th June will be £1.95 per day.
Please ensure school dinners are paid for at the
beginning of the week.

Important dates:
5th June – Staff training day

Please ensure that the following information is
written on all envelopes posted in to the letter
box:




Name of child and class
How much is enclosed
What the payment is for

We have received a number of envelopes
without names on, which has made it
challenging for the team!

6th June – Children return to school
14th June – Year 5 trip to Natural History Museum
5th July – Year 1 trip to Woburn Safari Park
7th July – Year 6 trip to Legoland

Attendance award
Next half term, all children with 100% absence
(excluding Eid) will be entered in to a class draw
for a bowling voucher.
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Headteacher and Teacher Commendations
Malaika ABBAS

Santhos GOWRISANKAR

Malaika KHAN

Shahnaz RAHMAN

Zubayr ABDUL-QADEER

Ayaan HAFIZ

Yusuf KHAN

Mahdia RAZA

Hasan AFZAAL

Aleesha HAMID

Rayhan KHURSHID

Isa REHMAN

Mashal AHMADZAI

Amaan HUSSAIN

Faizaan KIYANI

Saad SAFEER

Fatimah AHMED

Mahdi HUSSAIN

Rahmah KOUROUGHLI

Erfan SANAYEE

Umar AKRAM

Musab HUSSAIN

Bianca-Mihaela LAZAR

Izan SHABIR

Harris ALI

Amber IQBAL

Hanfaa MAHMOOD

Zainab SHAFQAT

Omar ALI

Ishrat JAHANGIR

Muizz MAHMOOD

Zainab SULTAN

Rahela BAHICA

Maryam KHALIL

Fiza MALIK

Chiedozie UCHEGBU

Aminah BAIG

Armaan KHAN

Zoya MALIK

Zaynab UL-HAQ

Palak CHEEMA KAUR

Eshaan KHAN

Hajra MEHMOOD

Susanna VOLGYESI

Alina CHOUDHURY

Hajarah KHAN

Hassan MEHMOOD

Husaam ZAMAN

Mikail CHOUDHURY

Hawa KHAN

Ianis PANDELE

Laiba ZAMAN

Daria DUDAU

Husna KHAN

Rohan PHUNG

Hashim ZAMIR

Vlad GIMPIREA

Leena KHAN

Alisha QURESHI

Daniel ZIGARAS

Forest School
The adventure begins! DPS Forest School launched its first fun adventure to children during the Easter
break. The DPS explorers learnt about survival shelters, fire lighting, outdoor tools, bush craft and other
wild and exciting activities.
Forest School is a unique way for children to explore nature and make exciting discoveries. It enables
children to use imagination, be creative and become adventurous outdoors! It teaches them to
appreciate, enjoy and look after the natural world around them. Children are set up to achieve and
thrive on their success, which in turn helps to develop self-esteem and independence.
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House Points
19/5/17

26/5/17

Value of the Month

Donaldson

520

583

for May is

Rowling

601

722

Dahl

464

544

Morpurgo

483

532

Determination

Our Mercedes Benz trip
As we entered Mercedes show room, we could spot some amazing cars like; E class coupe, G wagon
and A45. After gazing around we were greeted by some lovely staff. We were given some visitor badges
that we placed on our well-presented uniform and had our picture taken at the front desk with some of
the staff who worked there.
Next we visited the head salesmen’s office; which was big, where again we had pictures taken and sat
in his chair! Afterwards we were taken to the tools and parts department where we could see a mind
blowing amount of tools like; spanners ‘Allen keys etc. We looked at one shelf which had 60 trays in it;
each tray had nuts and bolts in them. Connected to the trays was a huge chain that automatically lifted
the trays to the third floor. The man in charge gave us an informative talk and answered our questions.
After that, we entered the workshop where the cars were being fixed. We saw a car being lifted by a car
lift. We had the opportunity to question a tyre mechanic. One of our questions was to find out why it is
important to have the right amount of PSI. His answer informed us that if the pressure was less, then
the tyre would wobble off; and if the pressure was too much you would not be able to turn fully. After
exiting the workshop we had a brief talk about Mercedes and our Kit car. The talk was kindly led by the
head of sales.
Lastly, we had a tour of the whole showroom and we were lucky enough to sit in the new cars. We
were then pleasantly surprised by some cakes and goody bags. Unfortunately it was time to head back
to school.
Our experience at Mercedes was totally amazing! We were very lucky to be given this opportunity to
visit. Understanding how the car industry works helped us greatly with our project and gave us huge
motivation to work in a variety of careers, such as mechanics, engineering, sales and business.

26th May 2017
Kit Car Race Day 2017
On Saturday 20th May, ‘Team Shadow’ of DPS’s Kit Car Club cheered home again with the Green Power
Spirit Award from the Greenpower Goblin Race day event in Luton Sixth Form College. This is the 3rd year
of running the school Kit Car Club in which children assemble a battery powered go kart which can then
be raced at competitive events.
Team Shadow went up against fierce competition this year. They raced their way to the semi-finals of the
sprint race where our racing came to end. Although the team did not come away with any racing trophies
this year, Team Shadow showed their passion, enthusiasm and support for all of the other teams
throughout the event. They deserved and received the events favourite award, ‘The team with the best
Greenpower Spirit’.

26th May 2017

Year 5/6 WAP Football Tournament
On Monday 22nd May we took two teams of Year 5/6 boys to a Football tournament. The tournament
was organised by the West Area Partnership (WAP) and included schools such as Pirton Hill, Ferrars,
Chantry and Southfields. Schools were initially organised into two pools of teams and played in a round
robin of matches to decide on their group position.
Team 1 were in Pool B.
 Match 1: Chantry v Downside (0-0)
 Match 2: Downside v Pirton Hill (3-0 win – goals
from Jamil Ahmed, Daanish Iqbal and Wajdan
Butt)
 Match 3: Downside v Ferrars (0-0)
 Match 4: Downside v Southfields (1-0 loss)

Team 2 were in Pool A.
 Match 1: Downside v Chantry (0-0)
 Match 2: Downside v Ferrars (2-0 win – 2 goals
from Abdul Ahmed)
 Match 3: Downside v Pirton Hill (0-0)

This mixed set of results saw both Downside teams progress to the knockout competition with Team 1
competing in the plate and Team 2 in the cup.
Team 1:

Team 2:

Semi-Final: Downside v Ferrars (3-0 win – goals
from Zayyan Mahmood x2 and Daanish Iqbal)
Final: Downside v Southfields (2-0 win – 2 goals
from Zayyan Mahmood)

Semi-Final: Downside v Chantry (0-0).
Unfortunately team 2 went on to lose this match
3-1 on penalties. Such a cruel way to go out of
a competition.

Both teams should be extremely proud of their performances on the day. A special mention goes to
both goalkeepers, Zoubair and Hassan, who only let in one goal between them all day!
Congratulations to Team 1 who all received medals and a plate to show off at school.
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